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INTRO 
 
 
 

It's been a stretch I set my eyes on her. Not even a stretch, what am I 
saying? It's been four years now! We lost contact on our way from the city 

of Lagos, when we got attacked by robbers who took my vehicle away. 
Unluckily for me, my love was still in the car and wasn't allowed to come 

down with me. 
 

For those four years, I have searched even holes of crabs if she was there, 
but all was up to no avail. She was the love of my life and everything I had, 
as much as I loved my mother, there was just a little difference between my 
love for her and that of my mother. I didn't know her parents and siblings, 

not even one of her family members when we were together, but, we really 
loved each other fondly. 

 
I never knew I could exist without her, until she was taken away from me. 

Honestly, I thought it was my end at the end of the first week that she 
wasn't found. I cried my eyes out that even my parents chided me that I 

would just kill myself if I didn't take my heart off her. They did not know she 
was my life. 

 
A week developed into two, and into a month, and gradually into four years. 
When my parents saw that I was becoming unserious, old enough to marry 

but without a wife, they brought Nora to me. 
 

Frankly, I never knew there was still someone more beautiful than my 
Gloria. Gloria had been lost for four years, but her unfading beauty never 

melted from my heart. Nora was beyond description, just a breviary of 
beauty. Should I start from her teeth that are whiter than snow? Or her 

spotless face? Is it her mushy and glabrous skin? Indescribable! 
 

Even though I’ve started liking Nora, I never forgot Gloria. My parents 
didn't know Gloria though, but when I explained my issue to them; they 

knew I lost a gem. One thing of great surprise was that Gloria and Nora had 
the same redolence. I loved that! 
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I never told Nora about Gloria. I love her too, but still hard to flow well with 
her. I can't place my hands on the actual reason behind that! I don't know if 
I even love her or is this what people call infatuation? I don’t even know! 

 
Maybe her beauty, redolence and personality made me like her. I really 
don't know! But, I never knew what happened to me before we met has 

happened to her too. Honestly, I never knew Nora had fallen in love it Alex 
before. It was one day that both of them were inside the house, chitchatting 
when some armed robbers came and shot Alex. The news was that Alex had 

died but no one knew he never died. 
 

Not knowing Alex's parents who were immensely rich had flown him abroad 
for a better treatment. He wasn't allowed to leave America for years and so 

did the two also lost contacts. 
 

Can you now see I am in trouble? A real one! Nora never forgot Alex too. 
She was just trying to be herself anytime she was with me. You see 

something? I never forgot Gloria neither did she forget Alex. 
 

The saddest thing is that Alex returned back from America last year and had 
also fallen in love with Gloria. How on earth did they meet? I just can’t place 

my hands on it! Is this what is called destiny? Anytime I remember, I’m 
always shocked as if it’s been a movie I have been seeing in the cinema. Big 

trouble! 
 

The big problem started suddenly when it was a day to my wedding. We 
haven't gotten each other well, but we thought we would make it up and 

forget the ones we loved before. Though, she never knew about Gloria and I 
didn't know about Alex then. 

 
I thought I should act according to my best friend's advice, by getting her a 

golden necklace as a gift before wedding. I decided to take her out and 
parked at the front of Esmak Plaza to get the surprise for her that day….. 

 
**** 

 



MY WIFE AND I Temtiope Daniel Abimbola 

 

 

10 

Daniel got down from the Toyota Venza. He looked at Nora and smiled as 
he motioned inside the plaza. He had told her to wait for him inside the car; 

he only wanted to get something. Still unknown to Nora, she patiently 
waited. 

 
She had waited for some minutes and decided to peep outside. She had 

been busy chatting up her friends and wedding planner. Then, her peep met 
Alex's stare. She couldn't help her ecstasy but to rush to meet Alex. Both of 
them hugged each other firmly for seconds until Daniel came outside and 
met the scene. It seemed Nora had been on cloud nine, she had forgotten 

that she would be getting married the following day. 
 

Daniel didn't know Alex, but even if that was her brother, the hug shouldn't 
have been as sturdy as it was! He had thought as the package he was 

holding lurched down and his mouth was wide open. 
 

By the time Nora knew she was doing the wrong thing, she saw Daniel's 
face and froze also. Alex, looking away also saw the face of his wife-to-be 

that he had told to park by the entrance of Esmak Plaza and his heart 
skipped a beat. Daniel swooshed out a long breath as he managed hold his 

tears back. He walked into the car and Nora rushed into the car too. She 
wouldn't leave her husband-to-be to leave angrily. 

 
Daniel, also pulling out of the Plaza indignantly now saw Gloria and 

marched on the brake quickly. Was he seeing a ghost? What was really 
happening? He parked the vehicle and rushed down. "Gloria?" He shouted 

as he widened his eyes and moved closer. 
 

The name made Gloria look the direction and saw him too. "Daniel!" She 
called as the key to her vehicle that she was holding dropped on the floor. 

Daniel couldn't hold himself back, both rushed to each other also, not 
minding the fact that they were engaged. 

 
**** 
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The bond of love was still there! As I saw her, I wanted to die. I thought I 
just saw a ghost now, if she was, I was ready to follow her! No! I still loved 

her so much that I couldn't hold back myself. 
 

Maybe that was how Alex and Nora felt too. But, I still loved her. I wiped my 
tears perpetually as I looked into her eyes. She had grown more beautiful 

and mature. Gloria was my life. 
 

Looking back, I saw Nora, already out of the car, looking at me. Alex had 
also stood akimbo, looking at Gloria and I, then I knew I was done for too. 

At first, I thought it was tit for tat but I felt uncomfortable. Is this how Nora 
is feeling presently? I asked myself as I saw Gloria also looking at Alex. 

 
Then Alex buzzed towards us and nabbed Gloria's hand. He pushed her into 
the vehicle and drove away. I looked at the Hyundai car as it sped off until I 
was unable to see the vehicle again. I walked back to my car and looked at 

Nora who was apparently in shock or... what should I even call this? We 
both entered into the vehicle and I drove off. The car just remained silent. I 

wasn't pleased with what she did and she wasn't pleased with mine. 
 

** ** ** 
 

WEDDING DAY. 
 

It was a beautiful day with friends and family members at the venue to 
celebrate with Daniel and Nora. At first, Daniel had thought Alex would be 

at the solemnization ceremony to claim the ownership of Nora or Gloria 
would come to cause havoc. 

 
Since the incident had happened, Daniel never called Nora to speak with 

her, likewise Nora. Daniel who had carried her in his car to drop her off at 
home didn't speak to her at all, even when she got down from the vehicle, 

none of them could bid a goodbye. 
 

Daniel felt jealous that Nora could go back to hug Alex, a day to the 
wedding and Nora likewise, speculating if the love Daniel had for her was 

an indubitable one. If it was, why would he go and hug Gloria? Though none 
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of them knew the ex of the other until that day the scene happened. Nora 
had felt Daniel was a bad person, why would he even if try to return back to 

Gloria for a hug, Daniel too never accepted the certitude that his act was 
fallacious. At least, it was Nora that made the first move; he couldn't hold 

himself back when he also sighted Gloria. 
 

None of them could castigate the other; both thought the other was wrong. 
Thanks to God that the wedding was success, even though it was a 

backbreaking part when they heard you may kiss your bride. Daniel just let 
out a short air from his mouth as he moved his mouth closely and kissed the 

pretty figure before him. He also knew she was extremely beautiful that 
day. It was just that there was a big BUT. 

 
It was a big surprise to the two that they couldn't interact well, even though 

it was their wedding day. Daniel carried Nora when it was time to take 
photographs, and grinned mischievously as if they were in good terms. One 

who could study well would know things weren't nice between the two. 
None could approach the other; it was the beginning of their trouble. 

 
 
 
 

** ** ** 
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ONE 
 
 
 

The aroma coming from the kitchen filled his nostrils. His head went both 
left and right almost instantaneously as he shook off the aroma. This is fried 

rice, he cerebrated as he opened his eyes at once. 
 

Daniel turned his head to the left side of the bed but Nora was nowhere to 
be found. He couldn't remember what really happened the previous night, 
it seemed he just entered into the room and sprawled on the bed because 
he was so tired. It wasn't easy to be a groom, especially one who was wise 

to play between his wife and the invited guests and family members. 
 

"Did she sleep inside this room?" Daniel asked himself. Nothing more came 
to his memory than he drove into the compound in his own car and Nora 
was driven by the driver, in her own car. That was the matrimonial room, 

why wouldn't she sleep there? 
 

He took his stand slowly, walking to the other side of the Queen-Sized 
mattress to survey if there were shoes on the floor or jewelries on the 

drawer, but he was wrong. It didn't look as if Nora slept inside that room. 
 

He walked to the bathroom and washed his face and brushed his mouth. 
Thereafter, he came out and put off his clothes into casual wears, at least 

he had to check out the house before getting set for church service. 
 

But, it was their wedding thanksgiving, he had thought as he thudded down 
the bed and jacked his head down. He began to wonder why Nora never 

came into that room to sleep with him. Why? He continued asking himself 
as if there were spirits around that'd respond to him after a while. He was 

wrong, no spirit replied his questions. He just felt they were rhetorical 
questions, but, it seemed the rhetorical questions in his mind needed 

answers. 
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Was she really livid because of his reactions yesterday at the wedding 
program? Was it because of Gloria's issue? He couldn't just provide explicit 

answers to the puzzling questions agitating his mind that moment. 
 

He swallowed again as he fluttered to his feet and pressed his lips together. 
He clenched his fingers and walked to the front of the dressing mirror. 

Daniel, I won't eat that food she's preparing, he thought as he looked at his 
tall and handsome self. He nodded along with his thought and turned, he 

had to check the compound, driver and gate keeper out before dressing up 
for church. 

 
He had always heard about people who fast to church but had never fasted. 
He felt that day would mark the day of his effective change. He walked into 

the living room and turned his neck to view what was happening in the 
kitchen, she was there preparing breakfast. He cleared his throat and 

cloistered outside, into the compound. 
 

**** 
 

Nora turned the gas cooker off. She didn't know if well or bad she was 
doing, but she felt she had taken the right decision. Daniel had been 

taciturn to her, just doing his things his way, why should she try to go on 
well with him too? She didn't like how the two of them kept laughing a kind 

of laughter that wasn't down to the heart on the wedding day. She felt 
Daniel had probably met the lady he had dated before and wouldn't want 
her again, so, trying to move away from him might solve the case in a way. 

 
She rested against the solid maple cabinets. It was a big and beautiful 

kitchen with halogen flash mounts and track light that produced an 
excellent lighting in the kitchen. She walked to the microwave and stood 
near it. There was a Kenmore smooth surface range with oversize oven 

window, also a blender stood beside the microwave and behind her was a 
dishwasher and a double bowl ceramic sink with disposal. It was a very 

beautiful kitchen Daniel ensured she had. 
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She felt Daniel didn't like her again, even though she hugged Alex, she 
didn't expect him to retaliate too. He just tried to pay her back in her own 

coin, she had thought as she snorted. 
 

She had been trying to put her hopes up, thinking the relationship wouldn't 
continue that way. She had no courage to speak to him because she felt he 
was angry, Daniel on the other hand was disappointed in her, he also felt 
she would feel the same to way to him. So, how would he go before her 

and make an utterance? 
 

** ** ** 
 

Alex rolled on the mattress as he took a glimpse at the wall clock that was 
tickling softly. He felt it was moving faster than expected as he picked up 

his phone. He stared at his wallpaper for a moment and dropped the phone 
again. He had forgotten about Nora already, why did she come to cast a 
shadow again? His days in America had been so boring and sad because 

Nora was not there. Seeing Gloria's image as his wallpaper made him 
remember the day he crossed his mind to forget Nora completely. 

 
Did he even forget her completely? As he had always said, there is 

something spectacular about one's first love. It had been very tough, if not, 
why didn't he hold himself back at the sight of Nora? He remembered how 
he pulled Gloria by the hand into his vehicle so they could leave the plaza 
so that they wouldn't complicate the issue even more. He was a Christian 
but a non-practicing one. He had never believed in the existence of a God, 
not even a god too. He liked being himself and that was one major thing 

that racked up dilemma between him and Gloria every time. 
 

Gloria was a chorister in her church and had always encouraged him to 
come to church with her, but he wouldn't listen. He had never remembered 

Nora ever telling him about Christ Jesus. He felt Gloria was becoming an 
encumbrance when it was time to proof one's religious life and belief. He 

never for once stopped by in church, he really hated it. He believed there is 
no God, no eternity, sins are just ways by which we make living, doing 

things contradicting the word of God are normal things that can be done. 
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He left with Gloria on Friday and both never discussed till he got to the 
front of her house and dropped her. The first thing that came out of his 

mouth was to ask who Daniel was. Gloria never minded him; she curved her 
lips into a smile. "A long lost lover." 

 
He was indignant. That was Gloria that had always told him about Christ, in 

sin! 
 

"Don't you know it's a sin to hug a guy who's not your lover?" 
 

Gloria didn't know what she could say to get herself outta Alex's blame just 
cleared her throat and glanced at him. "It's not in the Bible." 

 
Alex just laughed. That had been baffling him. She told him no such thing 

was in the Bible and came down from his vehicle, walking away. Who now 
created God! He thought within himself with a sneer and drove away. At 
least, he knew no one created God, Muslims who also believe in Allah, he 

needed to know who created Allah for him to believe Allah created him. In 
fact, he wished to know who created the gods so that he could believe that 

the gods actually exist. 
 

Scam! He would think and hiss. 
 

A knock at door made him know he had gone far in his pipe dream and 
raised his head. It was past eight in the morning and he hadn't spoken with 

Gloria since he dropped her off. He just stared at her picture as his 
wallpaper and had been thinking since then. He walked to the living room 
to know who was there. Opening the door, he took a gaze at the fellow- 

Gloria. 
 

** ** ** 
 

The living room was though small but was full. It was beautiful and was well 
decorated with vases, decoys, moose and bear figures. He had no Christian 
tapestries in the house, a Sony tape deck, AIWA portable stereo and a pine 
coffee table that stood in a side of the living room. The sofas were brown, 
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big and beautiful. "Welcome in here." Alex said as he opened the door and 
walked to a sofa to pick his seat. 

 
"Alex, you couldn't call." Gloria walked in behind her. 

 
"Why would I call? At least you told me it is not a sin to hug another guy, 

why are you here, then?" 
 

"I'm going on to church but just stopped by to ask you few questions." 
 

Alex looked at her. "I hope this is not a way to preach sermons to me? I'm 
not ready for all that today." He dismissed her with a wave of hand. 

 
"No. I came to ask you who the lady you hugged is." She said. 

 
Alex laughed. "I won't tell you until you tell me who the guy you hugged is." 

 
"Alright, I know you. He is a friend of mine, a long lost one." She replied. 

 
"Exactly, she's also a long lost friend, Gloria." He laughed. 

 
"I knew it! You know we're getting married in some weeks‟ time, Alex, tell 

me whatever it is that you feel for me." 
 

Alex chuckled. "What's this princess saying all of a sudden? I'm a gentle guy, 
you know that." 

 
"I don't know that! You hugged that lady, didn't you?" 

 
"You also hugged that guy, have you forgotten?" 

 
"Alex!" 

 
"Gloria!" 

 
** ** ** 
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TWO 
 
 
 

Daniel didn't know if he would be served breakfast once he entered into 
the house back. He felt he didn't have to embarrass himself by trying to sit 
down and wait for the breakfast and at the end of the day, Nora wouldn't 

behave as if she knew him at all. 
 

Daniel paced into the living room and sat down. He was a Christian but he 
didn't take everything so serious that he had to leave for church as early as 

possible. He even hated Sunday school lessons, he liked getting to the 
church for the service by 10 o‟clock am than getting to church for Sunday 

school. 
 

He picked up the remote control of the 45 inches flat screen LG television 
and that of the decoder that was beside him and tuned the channel of the 
decoder if he could see a movie for few minutes before getting prepared 

for the service. 
 

He started seeing a soap opera when Nora got to the dining room and 
served the food there. She just sat down. She didn't know what was on 

Daniel's mind and wouldn't want a situation where she would call him for 
his breakfast and he wouldn't answer her at all. I think if he's hungry, he 
would come for his food here, Nora had thought as she began to eat her 

own food. 
 

Daniel who was hungry kept turning his head towards the dining room, 
wondering when Nora would stop her bad attitudes. He didn't know what 
would become of him if he walked to the dining, beside her to eat. What if 

she packs her food? He had thought as he faced the television set again. 
 

Nora went into the kitchen to get her plates washed few minutes after 
finishing her food. She thereafter rushed inside the house to freshen up 

and prepare for that Sunday Service. 
 

Daniel motioned to the dining room and beside the dining table as he 
peeped inside the serving plates. He opened one of them and the aroma 



MY WIFE AND I Temtiope Daniel Abimbola 

 

 

20 

filled his nostrils. He felt like eating the food, he didn't know his boundary 
since he hugged Gloria. Abeg, I no dey eat. He muttered as he closed the 

plate but not exactly as Nora closed it up. 
 

He switched off the television set and walked inside the room to take his 
bath too. 

 
** ** ** 

 
"When will you give your life to Christ?" Gloria suddenly chimed into the 

discussion. 
 

Alex scowled and hissed. "I think you've done enough here, Gloria." He 
whisked to his feet. 

 
"Enough?" She smiled broadly. "Let's go to church, Alex." She said. 

 
"Gloria, I said I am not ready to go to any church, na by force?" 

 
"How would I get married to a man who wouldn't teach my children about 

the ways of the Lord, Alex? No!" 
 

"You have started again. Several ladies are out there and they want me 
badly." 

 
Gloria chuckled and frowned almost immediately. "Then get those ladies, 
Alex! If you don't follow me to church today, that's the end between us." 

 
Alex laughed. "I knew it, Gloria! I suspected from the scratch that you've 

been looking for my weak points so that you can go on with Daniel, right?" 
 

Gloria became indignant. "Hell No! Why on earth would I do such? But why 
on earth are you also an unbeliever? Why? Why can't you believe in God? 

Why do you find it difficult to go to church?" 
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"I told you earlier, Gloria. A man who would preach to an unbeliever, his 
own life must glorify your God first. It's only if your God can show himself 
to me, if he can show how mighty he is, then, I'll serve him." He grinned. 

 
"I'm off." Gloria said and stood up. 

 
"Alright, that‟s great!" Alex felt fulfilled as he lead the way to the door and 

locked it up immediately Gloria left. 
 

** ** ** 
 

DANIEL. 
 

Yes, we have said it before, haven't we? Thank God we even talked about 
the dress we would put on today before everything crashed now. But wait, 

what's up with this thanksgiving we are going for today? What's in this 
marriage that worth thanksgiving? Now, how can I give proper thanks to 

God now when I'm hungry? How is someone going to sit in church and 
would listen to the Pastor with an empty stomach? Haha! Daniel, ko 

possible na, at all! I know I'm just going to church for going sake today 
unless I get something to eat. 

 
But wait, what's up with Nora? Why has she been behaving this way? I have 
said it that I wouldn't invite anyone to come and settle any dispute between 
my wife and I, but how would this just end? Why did she sleep in a different 

room? Why? 
 

*** 
 

NORA. 
 

Why did he hug that lady? He should have known I hugged Alex because I 
wasn't in my right state of mind, it wasn't deliberate. I know he hugged that 

lady because I also hugged Alex. 
 

But what else have I done now? Why's he not talking to me? I don't think he 
has eaten his meal, if I try to speak to him now and he just snubs me, what 
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will I do? I don't wish to tell my friends about this, but who will solve all this 
problems of ours? 

 
Tomorrow is February 14, should I keep hoping he will surprise me 

tomorrow? He didn't even greet me a good morning, he didn't behave like 
he saw me at all. 

 
** ** ** 

 
Nora walked into the dining room and hastened to the food she covered. I 
didn't leave it this way. She muttered as she took a close look at the plates 

and smiled as she opened it. "He didn't eat it." She frowned as she saw that. 
 

He had probably came to check what I cooked and snubbed my food away, 
she had thought as she looked sad and sighed, rushing to the living room to 
get her pair of wedge shoes on. She had dressed in a black suit and looked 

so perfect, waiting for Daniel to come out in black suit too. 
 

After she saw him come out and was sure he also had black suit on, she 
quickly motioned to her car and called on the driver. "Off we go." She said. 

 
Daniel waited for a while again and kept glancing at the food. He didn't 

know if he should just sat the food or just leave for the church and would 
get something to eat after the service. 

 
"Best option." He muttered as he entered into his car and drove off to 

church. 
 
 

** ** ** 
 

DANIEL. 
 

I don't know what I have gotten myself into, I really don't know why 
everything has turned out to be like this? Why's Nora this way? Why's she 
treating me like this? Oh God! At least, you know all things, I'm too sure 
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that you've known all this would happen from the scratch, why did you take 
Gloria away from me! Why! 

 
At least if I had known everything would turn out this way, would have 

adopted celibacy. I would! Why did she sleep in another room? There's no 
honeymoon, nothing, just nothing! I repeat, nothing! 

 
What will I do? Will this marriage continue this way, lord? Will it? 

 
** ** ** 

 
NORA. 

 
Daniel, only God knows what else that I have done to him. I know I ought 
not to hug Alex, but, he hugged another lady too now. Daniel actually did! 

Why am I facing the music now? Why? 
 

I was afraid of sleeping beside him the night of our wedding, what if he 
woke up and sent me out of the room? Honestly, I can't just comprehend 

this. Why is he not talking to me? He's been taciturn as if we've been in this 
issue for years. This is his car following mine, I know he didn't eat that food, 

he didn't ask me why I couldn't sleep beside him. Daniel, why? 
 

** ** ** 
 

"Surprise!" Tonia grinned as she sighted Nora. 
 

Nora was shocked. She took a close look before he beam turned to a 
sudden grin and rushed toward Tonia. "Sister Tonia." She hugged her tight 

with smiles all over her face. 
 

"How are you dear?" Tonia grinned as she pulled her cheeks. 
 

"I'm doing good, ma." She continued grinning. 
 

"I'm sure you're good. I'm sure my brother would have given you a nice 
treat enough for you to forget your name." 
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Her grin turned to a faint smile and she nodded. "You never told me you'd 

come here for church service, Sis." 
 

"Don't mind us. I even came with Mum and Daniel's younger brother." She 
said. 

 
"Really?" Nora smiled. "Where's Mum?" She enquired. 

 
"She's inside the auditorium, just to surprise you, dear." She pulled her 

cheeks again. 
 

"Thanks so much, sister." Nora said. 
 

"But where's your husband? Why didn't you two come together in the 
same car?" 

 
"Urgh... your brother?" Nora chuckled. "He said would come in his own car, 

don't mind him." She smiled. 
 

"Hmmn... Alright, he shouldn't come late because the other couple that 
wants to have their thanksgiving are already in church and the service 

starts soon." Tonia said. 
 

Nora nodded and smiled. "Alright, would call him." She said. 
 

"Good. Come inside soon." Tonia tapped her shoulder and walked inside 
the church. 

 
As soon as she walked inside, Nora looked around why is he not yet here? 

She wondered and sighed. 
 

** ** ** 
 

Daniel parked his car at the front of the Church and came down. He 
adjusted his blazer and pressed his lips together. His eyes caught that of 
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Nora who had been waiting for him out there for some minutes. He had 
gone to get something to eat. 

 
One thing he really hated was playing with his stomach. He preferred eating 
to any other thing apart from his life. He would always say when there's no 

food, there's no life. 
 

Why did he take his eyes off now? He doesn't want to see me right? Nora 
had thought as she motioned inside the church. She just neglected me, 
she's leaving angrily. Daniel heaved a sigh before he walked inside the 

Church too. 
 

** ** ** 
 

4pm. 
 

Daniel was glad everything went well in Church. The thoughts had been a 
burden to him earlier, brewing if the Church wouldn't know of the problem 

he had gotten himself into. 
 

He had stepped out of the room and met another served food on the dining 
set. He just stared at it and didn't know if it'd be a problem once eaten. He 
didn't want what would crush his marriage early, but this problem was a 

great factor that could ruin his marriage. 
 

As he thudded down the sofa in the living room and tuned the television 
set, his phone buzzed and he reached for it. "Mart my man, how far now?" 

He said with a smile. 
 

"Really? King's Place? On my way." He grinned as he sprung up to his feet. 
 

Nora rushed out of the room. She just remembered that she had to see a 
movie by 4pm. She halted as she saw Daniel and looked as if she just saw a 

ghost, surprised and shocked. 
 

Daniel didn't even look at her before he rushed to the room to make a 
change of clothing and rushed to meet his friend- Martins at King's Place. 
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** ** ** 

 
Martins stroke his beard. He looked his left and saw Daniel as he walked 
inside the eatery. He stood up and both exchanged hands, greeting each 
other. "Come on, oko iyawo sit down and enjoy your moment." Martins 

said. 
 

Daniel chuckled. "Guy, how far now?" He took his seat. 
 

"I've been good, Dan. Wow! Congratulations concerning your wedding, 
boy." 

 
"Who's your boy?" Daniel laughed. 

 
Martins shrugged with a grin. "You have forgotten that you're my boy, 
right? Anyways, I called you here for something important." Martins 

narrowed his eyes. 
 

"Really?" Daniel adjusted his seat as he listened. 
 

"Sure, Dan. I just knew there's no other person who can help me but you." 
 

"What's the issue, Martins?" He enquired. 
 

"I need you to help me talk to a lady, Dan. I don't know, I just don't know 
why she's been taciturn to me." 

 
Daniel laughed. "Don't tell me you've called me here to help you talk to a 

lady, Martins." 
 

Martins smiled. "This isn't funny, Dan. Please, will you help me?" 
 

Daniel continued laughing. "Why will a gentle guy like me come here to 
greet you and ordinary water can't be offered by you." 

 
Martins laughed. "Abeg, Daniel. Let's solve this problem first, please." 
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"Who's this girl and why's she not answering you?" He questioned. 

 
"Maybe because I'm not handsome, you know you are. If she sees someone 

good beside me, I'm sure she'll give in." 
 

"You simply want me to speak with her on your behalf, right?" 
 

"Sure." Martins nodded. 
 

"Where she dey na?" He asked, turning his head around like a pencil turned 
with a compass. 

 
"We have to visit her, Daniel." Martins said. 

 
Daniel swooshed out a long breath as he sprung to his feet. "May we?" 

 
Martins grinned. "Thanks so much, Daniel." He stood up and both walked 

out. 
 

** ** ** 
 

Martins and Daniel walked inside the house. Daniel took off his shoes as he 
held on to Martins for support. "Baba, hope we no go enter yawa here?" He 

asked Martins. 
 

"No issue, Dan." Martins smiled as they knocked at the main door of the 
house. 

 
Some seconds after, a young lady came to get the door. "Ooh.. Good 

afternoon." She smiled at Daniel as she saw him. 
 

"We came together." Martins quickly said. 
 

The lady hissed as she gave Daniel a more welcoming atmosphere. "Come 
in." She smiled. 
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Daniel and Martins came inside and picked their seats. "We came for 
something important." Daniel smiled. 

 
"Really?" The lady grinned as she left her seat and motioned near Daniel. 

 
"Please, may I know your name?" He enquired. 

 
"I'm Stephanie." She grinned. 

 
"Martins is a very good friend and has..." 

 
"Don't tell me you are here to talk to me about him. I have told him I don't 

like him." She interrupted. 
 

Daniel chuckled. "I came because of him, Stephanie." 
 

"I'm really serious. I have another guy, so why is he disturbing himself?" 
 

"Stephanie, that's a lie." Martins chimed in. 
 

"Yes. I already have and that's your friend that's on seat." 
 

"Huh?" Daniel's eyes popped more open. 
 

Just then, his phone buzzed and he reached for it. It was Nora's call. 
 

** ** ** 
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THREE 
 
 
 

Daniel thought he was just dreaming when he saw the call. Would Nora 
really call his mobile phone? He wondered as he reached for it slowly and 
stared at it continuously. This is a lie! He had muttered as he stared at it, 

wondering if he was really seeing what was right or that as just an illusion. 
 

The call ended when he was in absolute shock and couldn't pick it due to 
his doubts. He just put the phone on his laps and swooshed out a long 

breath from his nostrils, narrowing his eyes and wondering what was going 
on. Mhen! I should have picked up that call! Why am I being stupid? He hit 

himself suddenly, forgetting Martins and Stephanie were on seat. 
 

He just became conscious of himself again and adjusted. "I'm sorry, was 
just having.." and his mobile phone buzzed again. 

 
He got it quickly to check if it was Nora and she really was the one again. He 

smiled and stroke his beard. "Nora even loves me, why has she been 
pretending?" He muttered with a grin only to be shocked as Stephanie 

grabbed the mobile phone from him and picked up the call. 
 

"What!" He hastened to his feet in quest of getting his mobile phone 
quickly. What on earth would Nora think of then a lady picks up the call 
again? At least she had mixed with Daniel's sisters very well and would 
decode the voice on the mobile phone, if it was really any of his sisters. 

 
"Are you alright? Let me have that!" He screamed. 

 
"No.." Steph rushed inside the room. 

 
"Hello." She said to Nora. 

 
Nora who was expecting herself to hear Daniel's voice froze as she heard 

the female voice. She already knew it was none of his sisters, who could the 
lady be? 

 



MY WIFE AND I Temtiope Daniel Abimbola 

 

 

30 

She tried to get off the feeling, thinking it might be a close friend who 
wished to speak to his wife. She smiled and cleared her throat as she 

replied. "Good evening." 
 

"I don't think anything is good about this evening, lady. Why do you keep 
disturbing him when he's not ready to pick up your call? Please get off the 

line." She said and ended the call. 
 

To Stephanie, she was wondering if someone was disturbing Daniel already. 
On setting her eyes on him as he got into her house, she had already liked 

him so much that she felt she wouldn't control herself because of it. 
 

On her seat, she had been uncomfortable, thinking in herself of who would 
be disturbing her new crush? She probably haven't looked at him well to 

see the ring in his fourth finger and probably didn't check the caller to know 
the mobile number wasn't saved with just 'Nora' but 'My Life.' 

 
She cloistered to the living room, smiling and making herself attractive 

again. "Daniel, the lady won't disturb you again." She said as she handed his 
phone over to him. 

 
"What? I think you're mad already! Are you out of your mind? Have you 

seen this?" He raised his hand to show off his wedding ring. 
 

"Wow! Though I haven't seen it, but, married men are really the best 
because they have handled courtship before." 

 
"Steph! This is my own friend for God's sake, why are you doing this? I 

never knew you were this kind of person, if I had known I wouldn't have 
brought my friend here at all!" Martins hissed as he whisked to his feet and 

tapped Daniel. 
 

"Please, Dan. Let us go." He said. 
 

"Are you angry already? Was it your wife that called?" Stephanie quickly 
asked. 
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"No! Who else? Why do you keep asking useless questions? I'm sorry I have 
been disturbing you, but let me tell you, today will be the last day I'll visit 

you!" Martins exclaimed. 
 

Stephanie chuckled. "That's exactly what I want, Martins. I have told you 
earlier, your friend is all I need." She laughed. 

 
Daniel just looked at her angrily and walked out of the house as he quickly 

dried the tear that had filled his eyes already. He didn't even wait for 
Martins before he got into his car and started driving away. 

 
** ** ** 

 
NORA. 

 
I marched on to the room immediately after the call, crying profusely. I 

never thought this would happen to me, I never knew Daniel has been so 
desperate not to talk to me that she even gave a whore the mobile phone to 

speak to me. 
 

Why's he going after a whore when I am inside the house already? Why is 
he after another woman when I am married to him already! Or was that the 
lady we saw that day? No! Daniel has gotten his way to find this lady, right? 

He's spitting me with her, right? 
 

Oh no! I rolled on the mattress, crying out uncontrollably. I was already out 
of the universe with my thoughts. At first, it looked like a pipe dream, but 
it's now developing into the reality! Don't tell me Daniel has been looking 

for that woman again. So I'm the useless one, right? 
 

If this is not true, why hasn't he called back? Why hasn't he called to explain 
the situation of things to me? I definitely know he wouldn't like me 

anymore, not when he met the lady already. I was only trying to summon 
courage to at least speak to him when I don't know his mind. 

 
I was down, thinking that he might have been trying to talk to me too and 
maybe he's been facing the same challenge I'm into, but now I really know 
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Daniel has been avoiding me and all the  dishes I have prepared because of 
a woman. 

 
 

** ** ** 
 

Gloria was getting frustrated of Alex. Why would someone doubt God in 
that manner? He didn't believe in his existence, not even to an inch! She 
had been thinking of what she could use to convince him but not even an 

idea was forthcoming. 
 

She hissed and just picked up her bag. "If Alex is an atheist, I better break 
up with him now. I can't marry a person who doesn't believe in God." She 

said and walked out of the house, going to meet Alex. 
 

She had been praying to God to show himself to the great Alex as Alex as 
said. She knew it was only if God proofs his existence that an unbeliever 
would believe him completely. She had been trying to hold herself back 
because he would just say that she has done that just because of Daniel. 

 
She even wished she could see Daniel again. She wished everything that 

happened didn't happen to them. How sweet would it have been? 
 

She darted out. 
 

** ** ** 
 

Daniel was now without focus. He failed to pick up Martins calls already, 
thinking within himself that what would they be discussing when his crush 
just destroyed him? He was already miserable as he kept driving without 

knowing his destination. 
 

He didn't know what would happen if he went home and felt driving 
around would waste much of the time so that he would sneak into the 

house by night. But, would that solve all his problems? He had wondered as 
his car screeched to halt at the front of King's Bar. 
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If his life would really be miserable, he felt he should balance the equation 
by drinking. He was already a frustrated man and didn't know how he'd 

straighten his bent paths. 
 

He walked inside and took his seat on the barstool, smiling to the 
bartender. "Give me two bottles of Romeo." He said. 

 
The bright lady turned around to get the bottles of Romeo and soon, Daniel 

started drinking. 
 
 

** ** ** 
 

Nora had left the room for the bar. She was tired and also frustrated as she 
motioned closer to the oak bar and picked up a wine glass cup from the 

hanger and plopped down one of the barstools there, reaching for the small 
towel to be by her side and the wine itself. 

 
Just then, she began to drink too, till she was drunk and didn't know what 

was happening again. 
 
 

** ** ** 
 

Daniel had taken the two bottles demanded and another bottle of Irish 
Cream. He paid the bartender before he took his leave, already drunk. He 

wasn't sure if he would be able to drive home safely, or if he wouldn't kill a 
fellow before getting home. 

 
He just hopped inside the vehicle and kicked the engine, maneuvering from 

right to left till his destiny lead him to his house safely. He parked the 
vehicle and dropped down from the car, leaning against it for a while. 

 
He wasn't sure of what he would meet inside the house. Would Nora still 
be inside this house? He wondered as he threw his heavy body away from 
the vehicle and started walking inside the house. He got to the living room 



MY WIFE AND I Temtiope Daniel Abimbola 

 

 

34 

and wiped his face if he could still see very well, but there was no one on 
seat. 

 
He was beginning to think if his thought was real. She had left already. He 
motioned further till he got to the bar and met Nora on the floor, drunk 

too. 
 

He bent and carried her up amidst his drunkenness. Then, Nora's eyes 
opened slowly, but it was just blurry. "Daniel.." she hit him by the chest and 

started making love confessions in her unconscious state. 
 

It seems it's in a drunk state one can only know who's in love with him. 
Daniel who was also drunk was managing to her utterances as he was 

making his own too, telling each other about their feelings. 
 

Daniel dropped her on their matrimonial bed and switched off the light as 
he jumped on the bed too. It's only tomorrow the two would know what's 

up. 
 

** ** ** 
 
 

Daniel rolled from one side to the other, fast asleep. As he was sleeping, he 
felt something unusual had happened to him. He didn't know what it really 
was, his eyes were too heavy that he felt he wouldn't open them forever. 

He was sweating profusely even though the air conditioner of the room had 
been left on earlier in the day. 

 
It was already 11pm, his wife and himself were still fast asleep. He closed 

his eyes more firmly and drove into the dreamland. 
 

** ** ** 
 

It was just ten minutes past five in the morning, Nora opened her eyes 
slowly and tried to get the image of where she was. She opened it at once 
as she assessed where she was. Matrimonial room? Her matrimonial bed? 

What's happening? She muttered as her heartbeat increased at once. 
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What happened last night? She wondered as she looked by her left 

probably to remember what happened. Yes, she was drunk! Who carried 
her? She questioned herself as she turned her head to the right and saw 
Daniel by his side. Was she seeing the right thing or her eyes were just 

deceiving her? She had asked herself as she wiped her face again. 
 

What happened? She muttered under her breath as she took away the bed 
cover and met stains of blood on herself. Did something happen? She 

squinted her face slightly as shook her head in disbelief. How come? She 
kept asking herself rhetorical questions as she stood up and picked up her 
things. She couldn't even remember what happened the previous night, 
probably because she was under the influence of the alcohol. She sure 

didn't remember she said some incoherent words to Daniel, likewise Daniel 
too. They were just drunk. 

 
She stepped out of the room to her own room. She just had her period 

done the previous week, could it be that something happened between her 
and Daniel? She wondered as she sat down on the chair near her standing 

mirror. Really? She chortled. 
 

Anyways, she didn't feel bad about it, at least, that was her husband, not 
another man. "But what do I do?" She wondered as she stepped into the 

bathroom to have a warm shower and get her stained clothes washed. Was 
this the beginning of joy in their lives? She had wondered as she questioned 

herself. 
 

** ** ** 
 

It was six-thirty when Daniel opened his eyes and his eyes darted round the 
room. He could perceive Nora's scent. Anyways, was that really important 

that minute? He had thought as he rushed up the bed. He felt something he 
couldn't place his hand on had happened on him. "What happened?" He 

wondered as he squinted his face. "This doesn't matter, at least, I'm alive." 
He smiled as he glimpsed at the wall clock, it was already few minutes to 
seven am. He had to leave the house before seven am, wouldn't he get 
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stuck in traffic? He wondered as he rushed to the bathroom to have his 
bath. 

 
As he stepped into the bathroom, his mind flipped back to what happened 

last night. He remembered he was drunk and he came inside the house 
when he met Nora. What happened after? He couldn't remember as he 

swooshed out a long breath and began to bath. Just as he began bathing, 
he noticed he had stains of blood on his lower abdomen and his shorts 

were stained too. "What's this?" He wondered with a squinted face. He just 
hissed. "Being alive is the main thing." He had thought as he paid little 

attention to what just happened. 
 

That was their first time of sex, he couldn't really place his hands on what 
happened to him. "I think more happened after I saw Nora." He wondered 

as he rushed inside the bedroom and flipped the wardrobe open. He picked 
up a crimson blue shirt and black silk tie which he would use on his black 

fitted trouser. Soon, he dressed up without looking at the surroundings. He 
didn't even check the bed before he darted out of the room. I offended her 
yesterday, how will I show my face? He wondered as he rushed to his car 

and drove out. 
 

Then, Nora was done with the cooking and had served the food. She 
stepped into the living room and found out that Daniel had gone. "He's still 
annoyed with me?" She wondered as she let out air from her mouth. "God, 
please intervene." She muttered as she got her wedge shoes too. She had 

to rush to her place of work. 
 

** ** ** 
 

Daniel sank into his swivel chair as he got to his office. Everything was still 
not clear to him, it seemed he had to really remember everything that 

happened last night! He thought as he bit his finger. Did Nora sleep in that 
room? He wondered as he swiveled his chair to the left, deep in thought. 

 
He was finding it hard to remember he was the one who actually carried 
her, he couldn't even remember he spoke to her not to talk of sleeping 
together. "Who knows if she has forgiven me before? Why did that lady 
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pick up her call just to get thing worse? No! That Stephanie is meant to be 
hanged! He hit his hand against the table as he swiveled his chair again, 

breathing heavily. 
 

To him, his brain was really void that he was still concerned that Nora must 
really be indignant at him. Stephanie picked her call again, why wouldn't 

she be angry? He just had the feelings that Nora slept in his room overnight 
and possibly something happened between them. "I was really out of this 
world last night." He muttered under his breath as he closed his eyes for a 
moment, nothing was still forthcoming! What if she has forgiven me? He 

exclaimed and his phone buzzed. 
 

He stared at the caller for at a stretch. It was an unknown mobile number. 
"Who's this?" He dimmed his eyes as he took a close look at the mobile 

number again. It wasn't in any way familiar. 
 

He decided to pick it up. "Hello." He said as he waited for reply. 
 

"Hello." He heard a soft voice on the other end. 
 

"Good morning, you're speaking with Daniel." He stated quickly. 
 

"I know who I'm calling too, Dan. This is Stephanie." She said. 
 

"What! You this devil, I'm just thinking about you and how to start cursing 
you for destroying my family already!" He shouted. 

 
"Keep calm, Daniel. That was just a fair play! You wife shouldn't take that 

up as if she's God." 
 

"Are you out of your mind? What am I even saying? You are out of your life 
already! See, Nora, be careful!" 

 
"Ooh... who's Nora?" Stephanie asked. 

 
He just made a mistake of calling his wife's name instead of Stephanie's. He 

shrugged. "That's none of your business, I wanted to mention your own 
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name! And wait, how did you manage to get my mobile number, the 
devil?" He asked. 

 
Stephanie laughed for a while. "I get what I want, I never beg for it!" She 

said to him. 
 

Daniel heaved a sigh as he just ended the call and close his eyes for a 
moment. He hated Martins for taking him to meet a devil. Only God knew 
how she got his mobile phone number, he had thought. Did Martins give 

her? He had wondered. He didn't even want to think of it again, it was 
really annoying. 
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FOUR 
 
 
 

Nora rushed back home to tidy up the house. It was lunch time, she had 
forgotten she had to remove the bed spread for washing. To her, she still 

didn't know how she got to the room too, maybe a miracle just happened. 
 

But, is Daniel aware of this? She wondered as she took off the bed cover. 
She wasn't sure. She had been racking her memory to remember 

everything that happened last night, but couldn't remember anything. She 
had never taken alcohol, maybe the influence of the first time she took it 
disorganized her system that she hardly could tell what happened at all. 

 
She was the accountant of Mandy and Sons Limited, active and calm to all 
the members of staff of the company. She had never thought her marriage 
would turn out to be how it already was, Alex and Gloria caused this! She 

hit her fists together as she remembered the scene of that day again. 
 

She had thirty minutes to conclude her washing and rush back to the office. 
She had been thinking of what to do, but nothing was forthcoming. 

 
** ** ** 

 
DANIEL. 

 
I'm a man! Sure, why have I been dulling things for too long? Why? I ought 
to have taken that bold step to talk to Nora! Who even knows if she's been 
feeling the same way I'm feeling? Who knows if she was not even annoyed 

that day? At least, we both made the same mistake, we both saw other 
counterparts and ran into them instantly. She should be able to forgive me, 

even if I had made that mistake. 
 

God, this minute, I want to use it to ask for nothing more than suffering, 
afflictions, problems and hindrance, help me just pour that four on 

Stephanie's road! Now, she's calling me again, why? What the hell is wrong 
with her? I told her and she saw for herself that I'm a married man! I think 
Martins caused this and should be the one to eventually settle this! I really 
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don't know where she got my mobile number, why would she keep 
disturbing me? Why! 

 
Hmmn.. Maybe before I get home, I'll try to send Nora a Whatsapp 

message, or probably ping her. 
 

** ** ** 
 

Daniel picked up his mobile phone and opened his Whatsapp chats. He 
could see the chat between himself and Nora stopped quite long back. He 
chuckled as he was about sending her the whatsapp message. As he could 
see vividly, Nora was online and prayed she replied his message instantly. 

 
"Nora, dear." He sent to her as his heart almost skipped a beat. He felt as if 

he was facing a big challenge as he sent her the message. He started 
counting, Nora didn't reply him. It was ten minutes already and he could 

still see her online. "She's annoyed!" He concluded. 
 

** ** ** 
 

Nora had forgotten she had her Whatsapp on. She had been trying to get 
the account for the company's last month expenses right. This had been 

giving her a problem because it seemed a file was missing. 
 

She had visited the managing director and Secretary severally for them to 
check their desks if the file she had been searching for weren‟t with them. 

 
Just as she returned back to her seat that minute, she saw the file on her 
table. She chortled as she clapped her hands together, wondering what 

miracle that just happened. She never knew it was on her table and she had 
been going up and down, searching for the file. 

 
That had gotten her attention for fourty five minutes that she had 

forgotten she was online. She just finished balancing the balance and got 
set to leave. She picked up her phone and dropped it inside her bag. She 

was really tired already, searching for a file, rushing back home. 
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As she stepped out to enter into her car, she saw Alex again. What is Alex 
doing here? She wondered as she tried to rush into her own car before he 

would see her. 
 

Just then, she heard her name. "Nora." Alex called her. 
 

He caused this problem I'm going through now. She had thought as he 
looked at the back and saw him. He was dressed in a light-green buttoned 

down shirt, tucked into his black loose-fitted trouser. He wasn't using a 
necktie, his hair was well combed and he looked handsome in his polished 

black pair of shoes. 
 

"Good day." She just waved. 
 

"Me? Good day? Are you trying to run away from me?" Alex demanded to 
know. 

 
"Alex, see.." she raised her hand to show him her wedding ring. "I'm 

married and I wouldn't want a situation trouble would loom." 
 

"It's Alex, Nora. I'm just trying to greet you." 
 

"Okay, well enough Alex. We've greeted, haven't we?" 
 

"Not in the right way. I'm sorry about what happened the previous day, 
because of that, I couldn't get your mobile number." 

 
"What do you want to do with my mobile number? I told you I'm married 

now and I guess you must be engaged too, Alex." 
 

"Forget engagement! Just give me your mobile phone number." 
 

"I'm sorry bro, I have to go." She hopped into her car and drove out of the 
company. 

 
I'm now a bro? Alex had thought as he rushed to his own vehicle. I'll follow 

you anywhere today! 
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** ** ** 

 
"Even if you are angry, Nora, you have to forgive me today!" Daniel 

muttered as he grinned out of the plaza. He had bought Nora several gifts 
and had bought chicken and chips for their consumption too. He had been 

imagining that it would be great, that day. 
 

He dropped everything he bought at the back seat of his car and drove out 
of the plaza, rushing home. He felt his thoughts had ignited strength in him 

and would do everything to end the problem between him and his wife. 
 

** ** ** 
 

Nora drove into the compound. She never for once knew Alex had been 
after her, she didn't even know his type of car; she would have at least 

suspected. 
 

As she waved at the gatekeeper, she walked into the house. Just as she 
entered, Alex came down from his parked vehicle and knocked at the gate 
slightly. "I've been following her, she said I should follow her. I have to get 

some documents from the office." He told the gatekeeper. 
 

The security man too never doubted what he said because he looked 
serious and real. "Okay." He let him into the house. 

 
Nora is enjoying mehn! He smiled as he walked to the main door and 

knocked slightly. 
 

"Just come inside." He heard Nora's soft voice and pushed the door open. 
"Don't be mad at me.." he quickly said before she would stand up and 

throw him out. 
 

"What's the meaning of this rubbish? So you followed me, Alex?" She was 
infuriated already. 
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"Just calm down, Nora." How do you expect me to calm down when we 
hugged the other day and my husband knows you. If he finds you inside this 
house, what do you want me to do? You finally want to destroy my home, 

right?" 
 

"Just for a while, I just want to discuss some personal issues with you, Nora. 
At least I know you are married now and wouldn't do anything to destroy 

your marriage." 
 

"You are doing it already! You are!" 
 

He took some steps closer to her. "You have to calm down, Nora. Let me 
speak." He said. 

 
"Sure, speak on. Say whatever you want to say and leave as quick as you 

can!" She shouted. 
 

Just then, Daniel had driven into the house. Her noise had not been able to 
let her hear Dan's honks at the gate and didn't make her know Dan's car 

was just driven in. 
 

Alex placed his hand on Nora's head as he wiped down her long hair, 
calming her down. "I wouldn't want anything to destroy you marriage, you 

know how much I care about you." 
 

Just then, Daniel entered into the house. 
 

** ** ** 
 
 
 

Daniel looked straight as he entered and met Alex's hand on Nora's head. 
What's this? He widened his eyes as he stepped inside. Nora quickly pushed 

Alex's hand away from her head and took some steps backward. 
 

"Ooh.. Good evening, Sir." Alex stretched his hand to exchange handshake 
with Daniel. 
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Daniel pocketed his hand as he gave him a long look. "Who invited you 

here?" 
 

"I just stretched my hand and I expect you to shake me, Sir." Alex replied 
with a question. 

 
"You haven't replied my question, Mr." Daniel said. 

 
Alex shrugged. "Neither have you answered mine, Sir." 

 
Daniel chuckled as he stretched his hand forward and shook him. "So, who 
brought you here?" He questioned. Nora just stood by a side, her heart was 

beating fast as she wondered what would happen. 
 

"Actually, Nora told me to come along. She told me she would like me to 
know her house..." He smiled. 

 
Daniel gave a faint smile as he nodded. "Really?" He teased. 

 
"Sure, that's it." 

 
"Ooh.. that's great already. You know here now, can you please leave?" He 

still smiled. 
 

"Really? I.. was I was just about taking my leave when you arrived." He 
stuttered. 

 
"You may take it for real, now." He smiled. 

 
Alex walked out slowly. 

 
Daniel heaved a sigh. Is this true or what? She didn't even deny it. It 

automatically means it is the truth! He had thought as he took some steps 
and began to walk inside the house. 
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Nora was just short of words, she didn't know the actual thing to do 
because she was scared already. Should I call him? She thought within 

herself but found out she had no courage to. 
 

She dropped down on the tiled floor and began to cry. 
 

** ** ** 
 

It was thirty minutes after, Daniel was still on the mattress, wondering 
what could have happened. Who knows if that's the reason she didn't reply 

my message on Whatsapp? He wondered as he dimmed his eyes and 
breathed heavily consistently. 

 
She didn't deny, she couldn't come after me, she must have really invited 

him! He muttered. He rolled to the other side of the mattress and 
something dropped in his mind. "Who changed this bed cover?" 

 
He had been on it for a while but didn't even notice it had been changed. 

"Nora changed it, no one else." He swooshed out a long breath as he stood 
up from the mattress to get his shirt off himself. He walked to the wardrobe 

and noticed some of his dirty clothes had been taken away, probably for 
laundry. "Nora?" He wondered. 

 
Suddenly, he heard a noise. It was from the gate. He motioned to the 

curtains and pulled it to a side, he could see Nora with the gatekeeper. He 
began to listen to their conversations. 

 
"I said you are sacked!" She shouted. 

 
"Please, I don't know what I have done." 

 
"You won't know what you have done, Mr man, you won't!" 

 
"Please, Madam. Please." 
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"Why did you open the gate for that man? Why? You have caused 
confusion in my house, just leave!" She screamed again, her voice began to 

break as if she would cry. 
 

Daniel could feel the voice. It seemed she was caught unawares. 
 

"Please Madam. He said you work together with him in the same company 
and you instructed him to come." 

 
"To come where? To my own husband's house? He doesn't work in my 
company, he just used that as a trick! He saw me today and must have 

traced me down to my house here, I didn't ask him to come! You're 
sacked!" 

 
"Madam, please. I never knew, I thought he was real." 

 
"You thought he was real? Then sacking you too is real! Leave this house!" 

She exclaimed. 
 

Daniel began to link events together. Alex must have followed her, why did 
he lie? Why couldn't she oppose him before me? Why didn't she come after 

me to tell me what the truth was? 
 

"Madam, I beg of you. Who will be opening the gate for you and Oga?" 
 

"I can be my husband's gatekeeper, is it your business? Leave!" 
 

Daniel knew the truth already. He picked up his shirt and stormed 
downstairs. As he got to the living room, he met a key on the floor, exactly 

where Alex stood when he entered into the house. "Whose key?" He 
wondered as he picked it up. This doesn't matter right now." He muttered 

as he put it in his pocket. 
 

He got outside and walked slowly. 
 

"Don't let me lose my temper, just leave!" She had started crying. 
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"Please Madam, I won't do it again. I wanted to ask, I thought he was real." 
The man too was on his kneels already. 

 
"Will you.." As she raised up her hand to dismiss the gatekeeper, she felt 

that a hand held her hand and another crossed her neck. Daniel was 
already behind her, crossing his right hand on her neck as he held her 

firmly. "My love." He said. 
 

Nora felt it was just a dream. No! Nothing but a dream! It can't be Daniel! 
Dan what? Daniel? It can't... she just kept muttering. It is impossible! She 

kept wondering. 
 

"You may go inside your own duty post." Daniel said to the gatekeeper as 
he took off his hand and held Nora by her two hands. "I called you my love, 

but you haven't replied me, Sweetheart." He added. 
 

Nora just felt she was in another world already. She didn't know what was 
happening anymore. She opened her mouth slightly but didn't know the 

actual word to come out of it. She was just dumbfounded. 
 

"Da... Daniel?" She stuttered as she still wondered if she was seeing the 
right human being. 

 
Daniel chuckled. "So, are you shocked or what exactly should this be 

called?" 
 

"Daniel?" She repeated, this time pointing her index finger at him. 
 

"Nora, let's just go inside. I have a lot to discuss with you." He smiled 
faintly. 

 
Nora was still in shock. That was the least thing she could ever expect! 

Daniel? She kept muttering. They took just two steps, on their way inside 
the living room when the gate was knocked slightly. The two of them halted 

as they watched the security man rush out of his place to get the gate. 
"What! You are not wanted here!" The man exclaimed as he peeped 

through the gate and saw Alex. 
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"I want to pick up my key, I forgot the key to my house here." 

 
"Who cares? You lied the other time, what are you doing here? Please, 

leave." 
 

"Let me pick up my keys, man!" Alex bashed the gate with pressure. 
 

Daniel crossed his hand over Nora's neck again, then, he smiled. "Get the 
gate opened." 

 
The security man paused as he heard that. He wondered if it wouldn't be a 

crime after opening the gate for the unwanted again. 
 

"Sir?" He widened his eyes. 
 

"Sure, open it." Daniel deliberately crossed his hand over Nora for Alex to 
know he was already fine with his wife. As he stood, he was even boiling 

because he had caused pandemonium in his house again. 
 

"Nonsense!" Alex hissed at the gatekeeper and walked in slowly. Raising his 
head, he saw Daniel and Nora. He halted instantly. He was shocked, but 

could he say it? How would it sound to hearing to ask why the couple was 
standing in that manner? Daniel was already indignant as he saw him. He 

had thought in himself earlier that if he had the chance of seeing him again, 
he would definitely beat the heaven out of him. He took off his hand from 
Nora and took steps forward. He was smiling, but deep inside him, he was 

boiling in anger. "Any problem?" He enquired. 
 

"I only forgot my keys." Alex stuttered as he replied. He was definitely 
shocked to meet both of them that way, he never knew the two wouldn't 

quarrel after his departure. 
 

Daniel took another step and turned his fist as he blew Alex mouth angrily. 
Alex fell down instantly, rolling on the floor. Daniel was still not satisfied, he 

took some paces near him again and knelt, keeping Alex in between his 



MY WIFE AND I Temtiope Daniel Abimbola 

 

 

49 

knees, he continued punching him till Nora quickly came and held him, 
hugging him from behind. 

 
Daniel calmed down instantly, breathing heavily. Thank God he could fulfill 

his thoughts, he said happily as he dipped his hand into his pocket and 
threw Alex's key at him. "Lock that gate immediately you throw him out!" 
Daniel told the gatekeeper as he walked inside the house with Nora. His 

hands were already stained with blood 
 
 

** ** ** 
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FIVE 
 
 

Daniel and Nora sat down gently, both staring at each other. Nora grabbed 
Daniel's hand and pulled him to the basin to wash his stained hands. "You 

shouldn't have beaten him, Daniel." 
 

Daniel chuckled. "Don't you have any adjective you can use to qualify my 
noun?" 

 
Nora squinted her face. She didn't understand what Daniel was saying. She 

shrugged. "What do you mean?" 
 

"Must you call me Daniel? We have several adjectives, waiting to be used. 
For example, why do we have sweetheart, honey, love, baby, mine, my life 

and many more." 
 

The two laughed. Nora felt that day was one the happiest day of her life so 
far. "Okay honey, you shouldn't have beaten him!" She held him by his 

shoulder. 
 

Daniel smiled. "Now you are talking." He smiled turned into a sudden grin. 
"If I didn't beat him, next time he sees you on the way, he will still wait to 

say hi, but now, he will run, even his shadow will know there's a problem." 
 

Nora burst into laughter. "Daniel... oh.. Sweetheart!" 
 

They both laughed again. "Anyways, I have always wondered and pondered 
on something, baby." Daniel cleared his throat as he picked up the hand 

towel and mopped his hand. 
 

"What, dear?" 
 

"Why have we kept each other in dark for so long? Why?" 
 

"I don't know. You're the one I'm meant to ask because you were the one 
annoyed with me." Nora replied. 
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"I wasn't! Why would I? At least, we made the same mistake, I wouldn't be 
angry with you!" 

 
"But why didn't you talk to me? And, if I cook, you won't eat part of it not 

to talk of all, likewise." 
 

Daniel chortled. "Honestly, I was always thinking that you were the one 
annoyed! Why didn't you talk to me too? I always visited the food but 
scared of eating, I always thought you were angry and the food wasn't 

meant for me." 
 

Nora smiled. "Okay, that's the first problem. The second one, Daniel. Who 
was the lady that picked my call that day?" 

 
Daniel laughed. His laughter was prolonged for seconds before he brought 

himself back to normal. "I was.. I was just flexing that day." He laughed 
again. 

 
"Flexing? You really went to meet her?" 

 
"I'm just joking. Wasn't it that foolish and I repeat, foolish Martins that 

called me and told me he had a crush on a lady, he had talked to the lady 
but she didn't give in. So, he begged me to follow him, maybe if the lady 

could see a good person with him, she would change her mind." 
 

"So?" 
 

Daniel shrugged. "Everything turned upside down. The lady started falling 
for me. When you called, I was surprised to see your mobile number, so, I 

was afraid to pick. The second time you called, she snatched the phone and 
ran away to pick up the call." 

 
"Hmmn... Really?" She dimmed her eyes. 

 
Daniel smiled. "Sure." 

 
"Okay, that's all." 
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"That's all? I thought you would ask me one last question, or maybe I'm the 

one to ask the question." 
 

"What?" Nora enquired. 
 

"That yesterday night, how did you make your way beside me? Didn't you 
know you slept with a guy?" 

 
Nora laughed. "I don't know I got there too. By the way, is the guy not my 

husband?" 
 

Daniel grinned. "Okay, I understand." He chuckled. 
 

"Let me go and prepare dinner, you must be hungry." Nora said. 
 

"No.. no." Daniel held her back. "You can't be cooking alone, love. Why are 
we two? By the way, I've got something we will eat before that idiot tried 

to spoil the day." 
 

Nora chuckled. "What is the thing?" 
 

"Let's go." He pulled her hand as they went upstairs. 
 

** ** ** 
 

Gloria walked to the living room with a tray of soft drink and glass cup. She 
sat down and glimpse at her sister that was on seat. "How's your husband, 

sister?" She enquired. 
 

The lady smiled. "We are doing well, dear. How's Alex too?" She asked. 
 

"Urgh.. Aunty Tope." Gloria just called her name and kept mum. "I know 
you are a pastor and you will be able to shed more light on this matter. I 

have been thinking on removing his engagement ring, ma'am. I'm not ready 
to marry him." She replied as she served Tope the drink. 
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Tope was her immediate elder sister, married already and still hoping for 
the fruit of the womb. She was a pastor, just like her husband also. "Why 

would you do that? I thought you have prayed and you told me God 
confirmed Alex for you?" 

 
"Sister, I only said that then because I was in haste to get married. I didn't 
know Jesus, I wasn't a perfect Christian then, sister." She said and paused 
for a while. "As a Christian that I am now, I can't enter into that marriage 

and be regretting it at the end." She replied. 
 

"My sister, what exactly is wrong?" 
 

"Alex is not walking in God's way! He's a sinner, my sister. Though, I know I 
have no right to call him a sinner, but this, I'm sure he is." She replied. "I 
only told you God confirmed Alex for me then, it was because I thought I 
was ageing and I needed to get married soon, I was thinking that no one 

would marry an old cargo if I grew older than that. I never knew I took the 
wrong step." 

 
"My sister, choosing in life is one of the most vital things in the life of 
youths! The bible told us in the book of Proverbs chapter 16 verse 3, 

Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established. If 
you don't give him to go-ahead to work in your life, how do you expect him 

to work? You have to leave everything to him to solve!" 
 

"But, I even thought I really heard God's voice concerning Alex then, now I 
know it was what I was thinking that spoke to me. Now I know Alex is not 

for me. He drinks, he doesn't go to church! He never believed there's God." 
 

"That kind of man is not for you, Gloria. Marriage is like a home that two 
people enter, and immediately you enter, the door will be shut and you 

won't be able to get out. It is written in the Holy Bible that divorcing is a sin, 
if you marry him and later divorce, God would ask you where you kept your 

eyes when choosing him. This is the best time to let go of Alex." 
 

"Thank you, sister." 
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"Nowadays, people don't know what courtship means again, dear. It is 
actually the time the two lovers will rub minds together, when you'll be 

able to tell your spouse-to-be what you want and what you don't! If all that 
are not sorted out and confirmed to be sorted out, there'll be a problem in 
the marriage. Marriage is essential because any man you marry will be the 
one you'll be with forever. Remember Proverbs 25:28, a man without self-
control I like a city broken into and left without walls. If you marry a man 

who's not cultured, who's not in God, who has been patching the 
relationship, the marriage will collapse." 

 
Gloria heaved a sigh. 

 
 
 

** ** ** 
 

Daniel already stood by the mirror, holding his neck tie as he called on 
Nora. "Come and do your job." He smiled. 

 
"You're troublesome, Daniel. Don't tell me you can't knot a tie." 

 
"You're the one I want, no one else. Not even myself, dear." He grinned. 

 
Nora collected the tie and knotted it as he put it on Daniel, standing so 

close to him as she helped him to dress up. Daniel was just smiling, when 
last did he enjoy that? "Are we good to go?" 

 
"Sure." Nora nodded. 

 
They have eaten and were set for their various places of work immediately. 
"You don't have to pick your key, I'll be the one to drop you off at work, I'll 

come around to carry you likewise." He told her. 
 

"You don't need to stress yourself, Daniel. I can do all these." She smiled. 
 

"If you annoy me, I will carry you from the place to my car." He chuckled. 
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"Okay, let's go." She grinned. Both rushed down the stairs and hopped 
inside the vehicle. It had been nice since they made up. 

 
Daniel pulled out of the house and slotted an audio compact disc into the 

CD player, listening to shout to the lord by Don Moen. The journey 
continued until a car started running after them, Daniel never knew, he 

loved the music so much that he had engulfed himself in it. Shortly, the car 
caught up with them. 

 
Two hefty guys came down from the vehicle. They really knew what they 

doing because it was a quiet arena where no car passing that minute. 
Daniel rolled down to question why he was blocked, just then, he was shot 

by the head. He collapsed instantly. 
 

The guys went on to Nora and grabbed her. They threw her into the vehicle 
and sped off, leaving Daniel's body in the car. 

 
** **  ** 

 
Gloria stepped out of her house. She had just finished praying after she had 

dressed up for her place of work. Her soul had been lifted by her sister's 
words that she heard the day before and had made up her mind to let go of 

Alex. 
 

She had even been brewing if she should just delete his mobile number 
away from her mobile phone. She hated herself for going into a relationship 

with someone God never approved for her. God, bring the right man! She 
had been muttering around the house till even that morning. 

 
As she stopped to pick up a cab, a car screeched to halt beside her. She 
moved backward as she took some steps to her left, wondering if the 

vehicle had probably stopped to get something around. She stood akimbo, 
expecting a cab until a young man came down from the vehicle. "Hello." He 

waved at her. 
 

She looked by her left to see the fellow who just waved. She bowed as she 
greeted back. "Good morning." She said. 
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The guy slammed the door of his vehicle as he wiped his mouth and 

pocketed his car key. He was about six feet and two inches tall, dressed his 
black suit with a low cut hairstyle. He was handsome, had a nice redolence 
even in his pair of black and shining Italian shoes. "I waited for you, dear." 

He said. 
 

Is this one a Christian? Gloria wondered as she assessed him. Does it even 
matter? Bible said in Isaiah that we shouldn't judge, who am I to assume 
things already? But wait, why did he even stop because me? "Me?" She 

dimmed her eyes as she asked, transferring her pure black leather back to 
her right hand. 

 
"Yes. I'm David." He stretched his hand for a handshake. 

 
He's a Christian, but he's dressed as if he's off to office? Who's asking him 

all these? "That's nice." She just gave a faint smile. 
 

"I'm sorry, but I've stopped to get you to your destination." David said. 
 

Does he know my destination? Gloria wondered. "You're funny." She 
chuckled. "You don't know my destination and you've talked as If you know 

where I'm off to." 
 

David chuckled too as he wiped his face. "I'm Makinde David; I came to 
Maverick Companies yesterday concerning the contract..." 

 
"Ooh..." Gloria remembered him then. He came to their company the 

previous day but she didn't even see him, she only heard that Makinde 
David came around to see the Director of the company. Gloria just started 
working with Maverick Companies that supplied building materials to sites 

and companies where they were needed. 
 

"But I didn't see you, yesterday, Sir." She smiled. 
 

"You were busy writing, but I actually saw you as I was about to leave your 
company." He smiled. 



MY WIFE AND I Temtiope Daniel Abimbola 

 

 

57 

 
"Thanks for recognizing me again." She smiled too. 

 
"We don't need all these here, I'm off to your company again, can I just 

drop you off?" He raised his brows and shoulders, in quest to know if she'd 
agree. 

 
"Urgh..." Gloria smiled. She wasn't so comfortable with the offer, but at 

least she knew him already now. "Alright." She nodded. 
 

David walked to the passenger's seat and got the door open. "You can sit 
down." He smiled. 

 
Opening the door for a lady to sit, hmmn... I hope you just want to drop me 
off and that's all. "Thanks." She grinned as she sat down and David closed 

the door gently. 
 

He hopped into the car and kicked the engine. 
 

** ** ** 
 

It was the birthday of Daniel's mother. He had sent her text messages and 
called her before he left the house that day. Daniel had also promised that 

he would check on his mother with his wife, Nora after work that day. 
 

The evil guys had taken Nora away already while a car halted behind 
Daniel's car. The car had honked severally for Daniel to leave the way, the 

driver never knew something had happened. 
 

The driver got down out of anger to challenge Daniel when he met a shot 
dead body in the vehicle. He shivered instantly, trembling with fear as he 

rushed back to his vehicle and kicked the engine. As he was about to speed 
off, he marched on the brake again and wondered if he could help. 

 
Firstly, he was afraid if it was a set up to get someone. He knew what the 

world had turned into already, setting people up in various ways just to get 
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their valuables. Secondly, how sure was he that he wouldn't be referred to 
as the murderer? 

 
He shook his head in disagreement to try his assistance, but felt it would be 

unkind of him, by the way, his conscience wouldn't give him peace. 
 

He got down and walked slowly to the car again, shivering as he held 
Daniel's wrist to feel his pulse. "He's no longer breathing." He muttered. 

 
Dropping his hand, he saw his mobile phone on the penguin hole of the car 

and picked it up. He checked the last person he called and found Best 
Mother. He quickly dialed the mobile number. "Hello. There's a problem. 

Could you come to Grace Road, along Best Way Companies?" He enquired 
as he paused for a moment. 

 
"Just come first, but there's a problem." He said and ended the call, still 

wondering if he wouldn't get into trouble. "This man's dead." He said again. 
 

** ** ** 
 

"You haven't told me your name, my sister." David said as he drove on. 
 

"Sorry, I'm Gloria." She replied. 
 

"That's a great name! Sister Gloria." He grinned. "Seeing you, you must also 
be a good Christian." He said. 

 
"Sure, I am a Christian." She nodded. "You?" 

 
"Abegii.. I am just David, I don't believe in either Jesus or Allah. There's no 

God, don't let us just deceive ourselves." 
 

"No, Mr. David, you're wrong. There's God! A living one!" Gloria affirmed. 
 

David chuckled. "I know you'll start battling with me, but, there's one 
question I use to defeat everyone who believes in God's existence." He 

smiled. 
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"So? You can ask me and let's see if I'll be defeated too." She faced him. 

 
"Have you ever seen your God before, I mean face to face now?" He asked. 

 
Gloria chuckled. "So, who are those you usually ask this question that can 

defeat you? I have seen him severally and even you!" She said with passion. 
 

"Don't trick me, even if you have seen him before, I have never! A God I 
can't see doesn't exist!" 

 
"You definitely have seen him before, but you never knew you saw him." 

 
"You are just beating about the bush, sister." 

 
"The book of Exodus 25:8 says, let them construct a sanctuary for Me, 

that I may dwell among them. Firstly, when you  prepare your heart to see 
God, you will. Now, God is not who you can see physically, but deep inside 
you, when you build a sanctuary for him, you'll feel his absolute presence!" 

 
"So, before I see your God, I have to build a sanctuary? I hope your 

company will supply me with materials." He laughed. 
 

"The sanctuary the Bible's talking about is your heart! What is a church? 
You are a church! That's it, the building in which we are worshipping God is 

not the church, it is just a building! We people worshiping inside the 
building are the church! So, it's your heart God needs, not a building!" 

 
"Hmmn.." 

 
"Matthew 5:8 says blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

When you make up your heart, you will see him in various dimensions!" She 
spoke with passion as she continued, "the book of Jeremiah 29:13 also says 
you will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. 
So, how do you expect yourself to see God when you are not in right terms 
with him? How can we be fighting with you and you'll decide to award our 

company with a multimillionaire project? That's just what it means! 
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Proverbs 6:1 also says can you be in sin and ask for grace to abound? You 
can't fight God; you can't be against him and ever want him to reveal 

himself!" 
 

David sighed. "Gloria, no one has ever quoted this much to me. Na you 
write Bible? But honestly, you just hit me with words." 

 
"This is not about hitting you with words. You shall know the truth and the 

truth shall set you free, that's all." 
 

"If I now want to experience God's presence what do I do?" David asked. 
 

"Just surrender all to him, let him guide you, then you'll know that you're 
seeing him! Then you'll know he's not a dead God because he will be 

speaking to you." 
 

"Gloria.." David just called her name softly. "I'm a great sinner. I'm 
absolutely sure your God can never accept me!" He shook his head. 

 
Gloria smiled. "That's wrong. My God loves sinners but just distastes sins, 
that‟s just it. If you confess those sins and start walking in his way, you'll 

really know of his existence." 
 

"I want to know more about this man." He said. 
 

Gloria smiled. Thank you for this soul, Lord. She thought within herself. 
"Can I have your mobile number?" She asked as she brought out her mobile 

phone. 
 

"Sure." David grabbed the phone and punched in his mobile number. 
 

** ** ** 
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SIX 
 
 

University Teaching Hospital. 
 

Daniel's mother got to the scene of the incident almost immediately and 
met his son. She had almost fainted when the driver who saw Daniel helped 

her and promised to take her and Daniel to the hospital as quick as 
possible, who knows if miracle could still happen? 

 
The woman had been crying since she saw Daniel. Someone who she spoke 

to in the morning, would he just die like that? She kept wondering. 
 

She had been in the reception with the man, still crying when the Doctor 
attending to Daniel walked out, holding his stethoscope in his right hand. 

"May I ask, who are you to the patient?" He asked Daniel's mother and the 
man. 

 
"I'm his mother, what's wrong with my son!" She grabbed the Doctor. 

 
"What of you, Sir?" The Doctor asked the man. 

 
"I only saw his body and contacted his mother, I don't know him." He 

replied. 
 

"I'm sorry, but we tried our best. The young man is dead." The Doctor said. 
 

Daniel's mother went down instantly. 
 

** ** ** 
 

Alex laughed aloud. "Hope you guys are sure you killed that fool for me?" 
He asked as his laughter turned to a sudden frown. 

 
"We shot him by the head, Alex. Even if he's crawling, he's supposed to be 

in either hell fire or heaven by now." 
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Alex laughed again. "That kind of person can never make heaven. I'm sure 
he's burning in hell presently." 

 
The guys laughed. "What of the balance, guy?" One of the guys asked. 

 
"I know you love money so much." He grinned as he handed over an 

envelope to one of the guys. "Thanks for the neat job." He said. 
 

"You definitely know what we are good at, Alex." The guy laughed. 
 

"So, what do you intend to do with the chick you asked us to bring?" One of 
the guys asked. 

 
"If she won't marry me easily, she will marry me by fire by thunder!" He 

chuckled. 
 

"Alex!" They hailed him. 
 

"You should get going, guys. Let me attend to her." He shook them again as 
he walked into the house. 

 
He had sent the guys to help him eliminate Daniel and bring Nora to him. 

He had promised himself he would deal with Daniel after he had gotten the 
beating of his life from him the day before. "Dreams are coming true!" He 

jubilated as he walked inside. 
 

He had locked Nora up in a room. "If you won't love me easily, you'll love 
me by force!" 

 
** ** ** 

 
"Doctor, please tell me it's a lie!" The woman screamed. 

 
"Please keep calm. I know I ought to be telling you this in the office and 
probably I shouldn't have told you directly, but, I just have to." He said. 
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"So, the guy is finally dead?" The man asked as he buried his hands in his 
palms, crying too." 

 
"I'm sorry." The Doctor replied. 

 
"I'm so sorry, madam. Please I have to leave." The man dashed out of the 

hospital. He wouldn't want to suffer for what he didn't do. 
 

"Please see me in my office, Ma." The Doctor said. 
 

Daniel's mother was just weeping as she sat on the floor. The Doctor 
himself wasn't sure she heard he just spoke. "Please, right now." The 

Doctor led the way. 
 

Daniel's mother managed to stand up. She didn't even know she wasn't in 
her wrapper any longer, she was in her black underskirt, her scarf had also 

removed while she was rolling on the floor weeping. 
 

She entered into the office and sat down as the Doctor had told her. 
 

** ** ** 
 
 
 

Alex bustled through the oak door, he put on a smile as he entered into the 
room he had kept Nora. He looked so happy that he had conquered Daniel 
and at last had Nora to himself. "Nora." He called out as he sat by the edge 

of the mattress. 
 

Nora opened her heavy eyes, earlier, her nose had been stuffed with 
chloroform to make her sleep. She had been in shock, shouting and crying 
because of Daniel. She had disturbed the atmosphere of the car until the 

guys made her sleep by force. 
 

As she opened her eyes, tears rolled down her face again. Even while she 
was asleep, tears were still rolling down her face. It was indeed a big shock 

to her, she never expected what happened within a minute. Still 
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wondering, she remembered he was shot by the head and her head jacked 
up instantly. 

 
"Are you now awake?" Alex enquired from her, his smile suddenly changed 

to a grin. 
 

Nora looked into the face of Alex and dimmed her eyes, struggling to see 
him properly. "Alex!" She exclaimed. 

 
Alex brushed to his feet as he laughed. "This is me, dear." 

 
"What!" She exclaimed again. "You're the one!" She stretched her index 

finger as she quickly knelt on the bed. "Alex!" She shouted again. 
 

"What's happening now? Nora, you're here with me now, let's forget 
everything!" 

 
"Are you out of your mind? Alex where's my husband? Where's Daniel? 

Where have you kept him? Alex!" She began to cry. 
 

"Can you see now, this guy is making you cry now, I can't withstand seeing 
tears in your face!" 

 
"It seems you're crazy, Alex! What have you done to Daniel?" She 

questioned. 
 

"Just take life so easy, Nora. Let the sleeping dog lie.." 
 

Nora interrupted. "What's the meaning of this! You kidnapped me? 
Where's Daniel? Where's my husband? I hate you, Alex!" She shouted. 

 
Alex stood akimbo with a frown on his face. "What on earth is your 

problem, Nora. It's been a while, you know what happened back then, 
don't you? We didn't separate, I was flown abroad for treatment, only for 

me to return and hear that you're with another guy. I still care a lot for you, 
dear." 
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Nora hissed. "Where's Daniel?" 
 

Alex chuckled. "I have said it earlier, Nora. If you won't accept me easily 
and happily, you'll accept me forcefully!" 

 
"Alex! Let go of me!" Nora screamed. 

 
"Stop shouting because no one's here to save you. Don't beat about the 

bush because you're mine already, Nora." 
 

"No! Daniel! He was shot! Where's Daniel? They shot my husband, Where's 
Daniel?" 

 
"One thing is that even if Daniel took tricycle, he would have gotten to hell 

fire by now, dear. If you don't know what that means, my love, Daniel's 
gone already." 

 
Nora froze. 

 
** ** ** 

 
Daniel's mother ran out of Doctor's office, crying profusely. She had picked 
up her phone so as to call her other daughter and get all those who needed 

to know. 
 

She was out of control already, crying and wiping her tears almost 
immediately. There was something different about her character that 
minute, she was shivering and panicking as if she got all the necessary 

people informed, Daniel would come back to life. 
 

Everyone in the hospital knew something happened. Soon, she rushed back 
into the hospital, wiping her tears as she rushed to the Doctor again. 

 
** ** ** 

 
Gloria marched to her seat as she got to the office and placed her head on 
her two hands that had been placed on each other. She prayed for some 
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minutes before she dropped her bag down beside herself and switched on 
her electronic system. 

 
She had directed David inside to see the director while she started her own 
work for the day. She didn't know, but she could feel a twinge of happiness 

in her mind. She had been longing to win a soul for God, but she didn't 
know how she would approach anyone she met. At least, heaven was 
happy over the soul and over herself who just won one soul into the 

kingdom. "Thank God." She didn't know when she closed her eyes and said 
the phrase. 

 
Resting her back on the chair, she swiveled the chair as she began to think 
of how she started preaching to David. Suddenly, her mind deviated, she 

wasn't thinking about how she preached to David again, she began to think 
about David himself. He was tall, light in complexion, handsome and cool. 
Though, he was an unbeliever but she had preached to him already and he 

had confessed God as his saviour. 
 

God... she just beamed. Is it David? She just chuckled as she swiveled the 
chair again. Is he the one? She wondered as she closed her eyes for a 

moment. God, please let me know soon. She muttered with a sincere heart. 
 

Suddenly she opened her eyes and met David before her. His hands were 
on the table and his body, drifted forward as if he was looking at her face 

closely. Gloria's heart lost a beat as she saw him. Has he heard my 
utterances? She wondered as she sat up and David stood upright. "You are 

muttering incoherent words, Gloria." He smiled. 
 

Gloria didn't want to believe that David didn't hear all she had said. 
"Incoherent?" She raised her brows. 

 
"Sure." David raised his shoulders with a smile. "I'm here just to appreciate 

you for your lecture today.." 
 

She cut in, "I'm not a lecturer, what you have to do next is simply to start 
attending church services." 
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"Sure, I have started." He laughed as he pressed some buttons on his i-Pad 
and passed it to Gloria. "Please punch in the address of your church." He 

said. 
 

Gloria smiled. 
 

** ** ** 
 

"I'm Alex! He stole you away from me because I travelled, Nora." 
 

"Alex, let me go!" Nora screamed. 
 

"I have told you earlier, Nora. If you scream from now till tomorrow, no 
freaking body will hear you!" 

 
"Alex leave me! I hate you! Where's Daniel?" She cried. 

 
"I can't leave you, Nora. You're the air I'm breathing, you're the sweat I'm 
sweating, you're the shadow following me, I can't..." He hardly finished his 

false confessions when Nora landed a slap on his cheeks. 
 

Alex held on to his cheeks quickly while Nora climbed on the mattress as 
fast as she could, if she could run out of the house. Alex followed and 

grabbed her even before she could leave the room. He pushed her to the 
mattress as he bounced on her and started beating her up. 

 
** ** ** 

 
David had driven down to his own place of work as he thudded down his 

chair and swiveled to the right, thinking. He had been a man of great 
enjoyment, a fornicator, a drunkard and many more to his memory. "No 

one.." He just said silently as he shook his head. 
 

He had been engulfed in thought, wondering as if no one had ever 
preached to him. He could remember when one of his friends was having 

his wedding and the Pastor mounted on the pulpit to preach the gospel, he 
had thought all the young man of God would say would just be concerning 
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love, warnings in marriage, but he was shocked to have heard him 
preaching about eternity. 

 
He carried his i-Pad and walked out of the Auditorium. In his heart, he had 
concluded within himself that no one could convince him to Christ at all! 

How did Gloria manage to hook his heart! He had been wondering. 
 

He just opened his last drawer and brought out a big book, new, dusty and 
dirty. He had kept it there for so long and that'd be his first time of getting 

hold of it. It was his Bible. 
 

** ** ** 
 

Alex slammed the door as he walked out angrily to wash his blood-stained 
hands. He had beaten Nora to the extent that she bled through her nose 

and mouth. 
 

Nora was on the floor, in pain as she bled. She was crying profusely, not 
because of the way she was beaten, but because she couldn't boast that 

Daniel was still alive. Who would save her from the hands of evil Alex? She 
had been wondering as she rolled in her blood and tears. Is Daniel still 

alive? She had wondered as she cried more. 
 

She remembered he was shot by the head and he collapsed immediately. A 
person shot by the head can't live again! That has to do with the brain, from 
the brain to the heart! Is Daniel really gone? She continued wailing in pain 

and tears. 
 

She never knew how she was taken into the room, she never knew her 
phone had fallen under the mattress when she was thrown to the bed as 

she was taken into the room in an unconscious state. She had been 
wondering on how she could just leave Alex's hands and go to see her 

husband. 
 

Her heart was shattered. 
 

** ** ** 
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EVENING. 

 
Daniel's mother was seated in the living room. As she heard the honk of her 
daughter, she rushed to the curtains and pushed them to a side to know if 

she was really the one. 
 

As soon as she saw her, she went to her seat and burst into tears. She 
hadn't been crying, maybe seeing her made her to start crying again. Soon, 

the lady walked inside the house slowly and met her crying. 
 

"Mum, what's wrong?" Her handbag slipped off her hand as she rushed to 
meet her mother. 

 
"Daniel's really gone." She replied amidst tears. She had been up and doing 

concerning Daniel since morning, so, she couldn't even call any of her 
children to know." 

 
"Daniel's what? Where did he go to?" She asked, not wanting to think of 

another word synonymous to 'go'. 
 

"My son was shot! Daniel... he was.." she continued weeping. 
 

"No.." She screamed aloud. "No mum! No! I still saw him on Sunday with 
his wife, mum! I still saw Nora and we spoke together! No! Mum, no!" 

 
Daniel's mother wiped her tears as she held on to her daughter and quickly 

hugged her. "Stop all these!" She said. 
 

"No!" She wriggled out the hug as she rushed out of the house without 
even carrying her handbag. It was still hard to belief. 

 
As the woman was crying, she picked up her phone and called the Doctor. 

 
The whole family had been in tears since morning. 

 
** ** ** 
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The next morning. 

 
"Where's Nora?" Tonia exclaimed as they were all set to visit the hospital. 

 
"We've been trying to get her since yesterday, Tonia." Daniel's mother 
replied. "I met her handbag inside the car, so I have been wondering if 

Daniel was shot and Nora was taken away." She added. 
 

"Nora too? But who's this person who did all these?" She wanted to start 
crying again. 

 
"No one should cry anymore!" Daniel's Father said from behind. 

 
His little brother, Michael was leaning against the wall, crying too as they 
got set to check out the hospital. "They just killed him that way?" Michael 

wiped his tears. 
 

"Dear, shouldn't we get the police force involved in this? Shouldn't we get 
them involved in those who murdered Daniel and where Nora was taken 

to?" His father asked. 
 

Dan's mother hurtled a gaze at him and shook her head. "Not now!" She 
exclaimed. 

 
"How do we get to the root of the matter then?" He asked. 

 
"Just leave everything to me." She replied. "Let's go." She added as she led 

the way. 
 
 

** ** ** 
 
 

Her eyes were as red as the blaze of fire. No other proof could show that 
she had been on the soft bed, crying overnight. She was not after her 

problems but after Daniel. She had often questioned herself, wondering if 
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he was really dead If only she could get a quick and correct response that 
he was alive, her mind would be at rest. Why would disaster strike at the 

time the two began to get along? 
 

Her heart hadn‟t stopped saying prayers for Daniel as she laid on the bed. It 
had been hours that she‟s been on the spot without blinking an eyelid. She 
had shouted Alex‟s name continuously but it seemed the criminal was not 

around. Where could he have gone overnight? Who could tell if he was 
around and was just pretending to be absent? She could feel pain all over 

herself, Alex was really a bastard! 
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SEVEN 
 
 
 
 

Daniel‟s parents and siblings walked into the Hospital slowly, their eyes; 
darting round the reception as they shuffled to a seat. “Let‟s go on ahead 

to see the Doctor.” Daniel‟s mother told the frustrated man on seat. 
 

His ears still couldn‟t believe that Daniel was really gone, he really wished 
to see the corpse of his son before giving up on him. The two went on 

ahead as they left Tonia and her brother on seat, telling them they‟d be 
right back. As they walked on, Daniel‟s mother drifted closer to the father 

and they began to discuss. Soon, they got to the Doctor‟s office and 
knocked softly. 

 
The two walked inside the office immediately they got the go-ahead to 

come inside. “How are you doing, Doctor?”  Dan‟s father enquired as he sat 
down. 

 
“Good day, Sir.” The Doctor stood up as he protracted his hand for 

handshake. 
 

“Good day, Doctor. What of my son?” The man quickly asked. The Doctor 
hurtled a gaze at Dan‟s mother, probably wondering maybe she hadn‟t told 

the man that Daniel was gone already. He raised his brows as and his 
shoulders together. 

 
“Your son, Sir….” The Doctor paused. He wanted to continue but it was 

obvious that he didn‟t know what really he was meant to say that minute. 
He looked at Daniel‟s mother and back to the man who just questioned 

him. “Can you show me my son‟s corpse?” He asked. 
 

“Urgh… em.. as a Doctor, Sir, I think you shouldn‟t see that type of thing 
this moment..” He hardly finished the sentence before glimpsing at Dan‟s 

mother again, raising his brows. Daniel‟s mother cleared her throat. 
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“See, we don‟t need all this! If you go on ahead to see his corpse now, it 
will cause you nothing but more trouble. Do you want me to start crying 

again?” 
 

The man burst into tears. “So my Daniel is really gone? And you said I 
shouldn‟t involve the police? Did you just say that? I must get to the root of 

this matter! I must get whosoever killed my son and took his wife away! I 
will! He exclaimed. 

 
The Doctor let out air from his nostrils forcefully as he sat down. “Please 
Sir, could you please sit and listen to what I wish to tell you, Sir. It might 

calm your spirit and make you know that we need no vengeance 
presently.” “WE?” He repeated as he sat slowly. “When did you become a 

member of my family?” “Please, Sir. Could you just listen to me?” 
 

“Okay, speak on..” He sniffled as he wiped his face. 
 

**** 
 

Alex flipped the door open as he gazed at Nora. “My dear.” He walked in, 
unbalanced and dirty. 

 
Nora sat up. 

 
He looked like a fellow who was drunk.  Could he have gone to a bar? She 
wondered. But that was of little concern, if he was really drunk, she was 

ready to take the risk involved in running away from him that day. “Won‟t 
you speak to me?” 

 
Nora looked at him with pity and disgust. She was only pitying him for how 

he would look after he would be caught with his fellow evil doers, she 
wondered how a person could be so heartless and at the end expecting her 

to marry him. It sounded so stupid to her. She smiled. 
 

“Welcome sweetheart, I have been longing to see you.” She said. 
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“Really? I‟m back now and I‟m all yours.” He grinned. He threw himself on 
the mattress, as Nora glimpsed at the door. It wasn‟t locked. He might still 

be under the influence of the alcohol. 
 

“Where did you now go to? I missed you.” “I only went to play with my 
friends, I‟m back now.” He replied slowly. He had laid on the bed and his 

two eyes were closing up .  “Should I help you cook something?” She asked 
him. 

 
****** 

 
David dropped down from his vehicle and raised his head up, reading the 

bold letters of the company‟s name; MAVERICK COMPANIES. 
 

He beamed as he tucked his hands in his pocket and dropped his head 
down, checking his pair of well-polished black shoes.  One mistake he knew 
he made was that he didn‟t get Gloria‟s mobile number before he left the 

other day. Anyways, he collected her church address and didn‟t know when 
they‟d be having service. 

 
“She should be able to take lunch with me.” He had thought as he took his 
first step into the company with a smile. Thank God he came at the right 

time, it was during the break of the company. 
 

“Hey!” He grinned as he saw her on seat, punching on some buttons on her 
handheld. Gloria raised her head and saw him. 

 
“Wow!” She grinned too. “Good afternoon, Mr David.” David chuckled. 

 
“How are you doing?” He asked. 

 
“I‟m great as usual, and you?” She asked. 

 
“Enjoying God!” He winked with a flash of grin. 

 
“I never knew you‟d come around. We are on break presently, would you 

like to wait for the boss for one hour?” She enquired. 
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“Ohh.. so bad of me! Please sit down.” She quickly said as she showed him 

to a seat. David grinned again as he sat down. 
 

“I didn‟t come for the boss, Gloria.” He didn‟t come for the boss, so who? 
She wondered. 

 
“Really?” She widened her eyes. 

 
“Sure. I came to invite you to a lunch with me, so you can tell me more 

about God, your Church and most especially how I can contact you when I 
need help.” 

 
“Help? From me?” She questioned. 

 
“About my spiritual life.” He replied. 

 
“What about your spiritual life?” “I need you to recommend books and… 

you know?” He shrugged. 
 

Gloria chuckled. “It is very simple, Sir. You can pick up your Bible and the 
Holy Spirit will speak to you, I don‟t have anything to add.” 

 
“Hmmn…” He cleared his throat and scratched his head. “Just to help me.” 

 
Gloria smiled. “Alright, no problem.” 

 
“So can you follow me to that eatery where we can take lunch, so you can 
discuss with me a bit?” David said, thinking in his heart that he had a great 

approach of cajoling. 
 

Gloria just curved her lips into a faint smile, she liked him at least. She had 
been wondering how she could preach to a soul and he accepted Jesus that 

same day. But I hope it‟s not too early? She had wondered in her heart, 
thinking if it wouldn‟t be early for her to start following David. Though, he 
was already converted and it seemed he wanted to know more about the 

saviour he just  gave his life to. 
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“Alright..” She drawled, putting on the expression as if she was just going 

because she had to recommend books and preach to him. She was already 
slipping into the ocean of love too. 

 
“Thanks, God bless you.” David said smiling. 

 
Gloria also gave a warm smile as she grabbed her handbag. 

 
** ** ** 

 
Nora froze at the same spot immediately she heard Alex‟s blusterous voice. 

Alex never slept? She had thought within herself as she still stood at the 
point as if the voice was like an adhesive that had tied her down.  As she 

stood, millions of thoughts ran through her troubled mind. She was fed up 
and didn‟t even know what next she was meant to do. 

 
“I only made you go through a test to know if truly you want me, but now I 

see that you are ready to run away and expose me, right?” 
 

Nora turned around and looked at him with her swollen and oily face. “You 
are crazy, Alex!” She exclaimed. 

 
“That‟s because of the strong love I have for you, Nora. No other guy can 

ever love you this way! Not even Daniel!” 
 

Nora gave a soft chuckle as she moved her wrists by her waist, standing 
akimbo. “Yes, I am a hundred percent sure that Daniel can never love me 

this way.” She said as she took a slight pause. 
 

“What did I say? Good you even know!” 
 

“Only a daft person won‟t know my husband can never raise his hands on 
me! You are an animal, just in human form, Alex. I never knew you could 
change this much!” Alex became umbrageous again as he arose from the 

mattress. 
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** ** ** 
 

A month later… It was already a month. Weeks had rolled into weeks and 
it was on Sunday morning. Tonia walked to her window and pulled the 

drapes to a side, wondering where Nora could be. At first, she had been 
thinking that Nora flee when Daniel was shot, but there is something that 

still looked confusing in the matter that made her parents finalized that she 
should return to Nigeria and search for Nora by all means. 

 
Daniel‟s family moved to America, the following day they met with the 

Doctor. They have been there for weeks but it seemed something unusual 
was showing forth that made the family finalized that Tonia should come 
and try all she could so as to get Nora and probably bring her to America 
too. Who knows if she even ran away or if she was taken away by those 

who shot Daniel? Now, no one to shed more light, not even Daniel! You can 
never understand him! How do I start my investigation now? She wondered 

as she let out air from her nostrils and sat on the soft bed. 
 

The rays of the sun entered into the big room where she was. She didn‟t 
like how dark it was earlier, the electric power had been taken and she had 

no choice but to open the window. She sighed again as she laid on the 
mattress this time. She knew her mother could call her any moment and 

ask if she had seen Nora at all. 
 

She just returned the day before and had been called severally as if she 
knew where she was. “God, please help me, help Nora wherever she is and 

that Daniel! I‟m tired of crying and searching all around.” She mumbled. 
 

** ** ** 
 

Even though it was a month already, Nora was still in the room locked up. 
She had been trying her best to hold her head up, if not, she would have 

killed herself long back. 
 

She had cried that she felt she had no tear left in her eyes any longer. Her 
faith that she had tried to keep up had gradually degraded that she already 
had it in mind that Daniel was really gone. Sometimes, it would look like a 
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dream to her whenever she remembered that Daniel was really gone. She 
had also refused to give her body to Alex, neither her heart, which had 

resulted into different maltreatments. 
 

She was on the bed, still thinking when she felt a change in her system 
suddenly and rushed to her feet. She had been feeling feverish for some 

days, but there was no one to tell that to. She picked a race to the 
bathroom as she went to vomit. She hoped it was only fever and nothing 

more. 
 
 

** ** ** 
 
 

DAVID prayed his mind would just be inured to Gloria‟s love as they were 
going on. He had started feeling some unusual feelings deep inside him as 

the two had been together discussing. Even though they were talking about 
God‟s word, he didn‟t feel bored as the gospel did dull his spirit before. 

 
He was short of words, not knowing what exactly to say to Gloria again and 

didn‟t want them to part ways that minute. He was feeling some sweet 
sensations as both were just discussing together. “What other thing do you 

think a man can do to his enemy? I mean another thing one can do to 
someone who‟s not good?” 

 
It wasn‟t as if he didn‟t know the answer to the question he had asked, he 

only wanted them to keep discussing. 
 

Gloria just chuckled. “Em.. I am quite sure you know the answer to this 
question you are asking me, Mr. David.” Gloria said. 

 
David smiled. “If I tell you I know nothing, I‟m just lying. I only want to 

know more, at least it is not a sin to keep knowing more, is it?” 
 

“It is not good to keep malice. It is not good to have enemies. It is good to 
always settle disputes between you and whoever you think you are not in 
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right terms with.” She paused for a while and continued. “Always make 
sure you change everyone who needs a change.” She concluded. 

 
As soon as she completed her statement, her conscience pricked her 

instantly. She tilted her head and began to think of why her mind wasn‟t at 
rest after she had spoken to David. Alex? She had asked herself as she 

wondered what had made her heart not to be at peace. 
 

“Hmmn.. you inspire me…” David smiled. 
 

Gloria was already lost in thought as David was speaking. She had been 
searching her heart if she was not guilty of what she had just told David. I 
never cared to win his soul more than I did! I just left him. I think I should 

give this a trial again before I give up on him. God knows I have never given 
up on him, but I think God wants him to have a last chance.. she was 
soliloquizing to herself as David noticed she was far from their seat. 

 
“Hello?” He called out as he waved his right hand. 

 
She quickly turned her face to his direction and smiled. “Sorry, I was 

thinking about something.” She said. 
 

Dave, don‟t dull! This is an opportunity to know more about her, give it a 
try!  David had heard in his heart as he looked at her closely. “Thinking 

about that guy, right?” He winked with a grin. 
 

Gloria chuckled. “A guy? That is not me.” She said. 
 

Maybe she wasn’t even thinking about any guy. She must be a single lady, I 
am sure. It will be awkward if I just ask her that way… let me whine her 

more. “Keep deceiving us, at least you will soon share the invitation card 
for the wedding ceremony.” 

 
Gloria laughed. “Honestly…” She was short of words. 

 
 

** ** ** 
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Nora was on the mattress, pale and tired. She reassured herself that it 
wouldn‟t be what she was thinking of, she was definitely sure. Rolling to 
the other side of the mattress, she grabbed a small towel by the drawer 
and cleaned her soft glabrous skinned face. She exhaled deeply as she 

dropped the towel and remembered Daniel again. 
 

She hated to remember him. It was already a part of her that she couldn‟t 
give away but it was always tough to withhold the tears once Daniel was 

been remembered. Tears rolled down her cheeks again as she remembered 
him. Series of questions flowed through her completely troubled mind; she 

started asking herself again if Daniel was alive. He was shot by the head! 
She recalled again as she tweaked her runny nose and reached for the 

towel again. 
 

Nora had always expected a kind of miracle or the other but she hadn‟t 
seen any yet, she just wished God could touch the heart of Alex and just let 
her leave. She had always pondered why someone who claimed he loved 
her could lock her up in a room and be enjoying his own life out there. He 
wasn‟t like that when they were still together; could it be the incident of 

that day that had turned his brain upside down? 
 

Letting out air from her nostrils, she pictured how Daniel was shot by the 
head again and how she was carried to the vehicle. Wouldn‟t people say 

when he was shot, his wife ran away? Or won‟t they say it is even his wife 
that is responsible for his death? No! Daniel! She sobbed. 

 
** ** ** 

 
 

Tonia had been up and doing since, driving around the city if miracle would 
let her see Nora. She felt that was weird, but she had no choice. She was 

just coming from the station to lodge the complaint about the missing 
Tonia and Daniel that was shot dead. 
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According to the I.P.O, he had told her they would start work on the case as 
soon as they could. She had dropped the details needed- pictures, mobile 
phone number and many more. She had no choice; it was her brother‟s 

doing. 
 

She got off the track, tired already. She had been driving for thirty minutes 
now without seeing the Tonia in question. She had been praying in her 

heart for miracle but nothing was coming forth. An annoying life! 
 

** ** ** 
 

Gloria whisked to her feet. “I think we should get going.” She said to David. 
 

David was shocked. He never knew she would stand up to tell him that. I‟m 
I that boring? He questioned himself in his heart. “Are you bored?” He was 

forced to ask. 
 

“No.” Gloria shook her head instantly and smiled. “I‟m sorry of my sudden 
reaction, I‟m just remembering that I have to do some things now.” She 

said to David. 
 

David cleaned his mouth. “Really? Are you really serious?” He asked again. 
 

“Sure. I have to see someone, please.” She said. 
 

“Lunch time is almost over, won‟t you return back to the office?” He asked 
with concern. 

 
“I don‟t even know yet. I really have to see this person and clear my guilty 
conscience.” She said, looking away. She couldn‟t place her hands on why 

her zeal to see him arose to that stage. 
 

“Alright, I think this is a very important thing then, do you mind me taking 
you there?” David enquired. 

 
Gloria nodded quickly. “Sure.” 
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David smiled as he stood up. “Off we go.” He stretched his hand forth by 
the way, telling her to lead the way. 

 
Both walked out and hopped into the vehicle as they sped off, it was off to 

Alex‟s house. 
 
 

The gate was locked up. Alex must have gone to his place of work, Gloria 
had thought as she shook the gate. She placed her ear by the gate if she 

would hear sounds of either television set or Alex himself, but all was quiet. 
 

She knocked on the gate again and stood akimbo. David was just looking at 
her, wondering what she was doing there. “I don‟t think the fellow is 

around.” 
 

“..help me!” Gloria heard a faint voice screaming from inside the house. 
 

Help me? She repeated as she looked back at David who was looking at her 
from the car. She felt she hadn‟t heard the right thing and called on David. 
“Please come.” She said as she placed her ear near the gate again. “Help 

me.” She heard the voice again. 
 

This time, David was just coming down from his car, walking slowly, he got 
beside her and tapped her before she knew she had travelled out that 

vicinity, already thinking of what must be happening inside the house. “Can 
you hear that?” He asked David. 

 
David contorted his mouth and shook his head. “No.” He replied. 

 
She hissed softly and pulled him closer to hear the voice screaming inside 

the house. “Someone needs help, can you hear now?” She asked. 
 

“Oooh.. a lady is shouting there. I think something is happening inside the 
house. Can we call the police?” David asked, scared already. “Where is this 

place?” He quickly asked again. 
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“Just leave that for now. I don‟t think we should call the police. I was 
thinking of you, jumping the fence to save… you know?” 

 
“Huh?” David frowned. “I know we haven‟t talked up to that point, but let 
me let you know now, Sister Gloria. I am the first and the last born of our 

family, so you hate me this much? You want me to die just like that?” 
 

Gloria scratched her head. “Something is not working fine inside this house 
and before anything so bad happens, you can jump in while I try to get the 

officers.” Gloria added. 
 

“Oooh.. now I see that you don‟t even like me..!” David smiled and took 
steps backward. 

 
“Alright, how can we contact the officers within a twinkle of an eye?” She 

asked. 
 

“I really don‟t know too, but I have a friend I can call who can help us out. 
But before then, can‟t you just let us go and stay somewhere? What if the 

owner of the house comes out or is driving in?” 
 

“Why are you a great coward? And you call yourself a man? Nothing will 
happen to all those who trust in God.” 

 
“Urgh.. Okay oh, I just know the bible also quoted that we should be wise 

and not foolish.” 
 

“when did you read your Bible to that extent? This isn‟t an act of 
foolishness, just… I mean just call on that friend of yours to help us out!” 

 
David swooshed out a long breath from his nostrils, he was already 

sweating. Nora was still screaming for help inside the house. 
 

Alex had just left his office. He was on his way back home. The traffic was 
already building up on carrila road and he was rushing so as to get home as 

quick as possible. He hated traffic and heat so much that he could pay 
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someone off to get him off the traffic instantly. He peeped out of the 
window as his vehicle shifted forward, following the bus at his front. 

 
“I now rule my world!” He muttered, remembering that he had Nora with 

him already. “Daniel who is a problem is already gone, I now have the 
chance to do anyhow to my newly acquired property!” He laughed aloud. 

 
Soon, he got to a junction by the right, speeding off on the free road. He 

was almost at home. 
 

** ** ** 
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EIGHT 
 
 
 

“I just don‟t want us to remain here, Gloria. It is dangerous.” 
 

Gloria pulled in her lips and snapped her fingers. “Alright, let‟s go and find 
somewhere to stay, who can tell if the house owner is on his way?” 

 
“Exactly.” David‟s wish finally came true as he hopped into the car with 
Gloria and drove on. As he drove on, Alex‟s car was also on the way and 

both just passed beside each other, unknowingly. “That‟s Alex!” Gloria said 
as they moved on. 

 
“Alex? The owner of the house, right?” He enquired. 

 
“Sure.” Gloria replied. 

 
David‟s phone was just glued to his ear, at last his friend picked up the call 

and he started explaining all he needed. 
 

** ** 
 
 

Alex was moving his head, dancing to the beat of the music he was listening 
to. He halted the car and came down slowly, whistling as he approached 

the gate. He unlocked the gate and heard Nora‟s shouts inside the house, 
screaming for help. He chuckled and walked back into his car to drive in. 

 
He parked the vehicle and came down to lock up his gate before he finally 

went inside the house to face Nora for shouting. 
 

He had unbuttoned his shirt and headed to Nora‟s room to deal with her 
for shouting. What if people had heard her shouts? This girl is just insane! 

He had said as he pushed the door to her room open and rested his back on 
the door after he locked it up. 
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He was looking at her, his eyes were already transmitting what he had in his 
mind- ANGER! He bit his lips and stared at her. Nora was already by the 

edge of the mattress, her heart was beating as fast as it could, she was so 
afraid she had been thinking Alex would just kill her that day. “You want 
people to know, is that not it?” He took a step forward as he questioned 

her. 
 

“Alex.” She called the name softly as she stretched forth her hand, telling 
him to stop coming closer. 

 
“You can bash me for all I care… That is if you have the strength to do 

that.” He laughed and continued, “do you want to destroy this deal? Do 
you?” He grabbed her hand suddenly. 

 
“Alex!” Nora screamed as she tried to wriggle her hand away from his. 

 
Daniel laughed and let go of her hand. “I think I should forgive you this one 
more time, darling.” He grinned. “Mercy won‟t be available the next time 

you try this shit with me. I‟m Alex! I‟m in control.” 
 

As tired as Nora was, she sprung to her feet suddenly. 
 

** ** ** 
 

“The guy has entered now, Gloria. Who knows what he would be doing to 
the poor lady now? Who knows?” David lamented. 

 
“At least your friend said the police officers are now on their way, all will be 

fine soon.” Gloria replied. 
 

David let out air from his nostrils as he tilted his head. “I never knew such 
people still exist in this world, I never knew.” He hardly finished speaking 

when his phone rang. It was his friend, the police officer. 
 

“Dave, I‟m calling to tell you our guys are on the way. Besides, it seems the 
case you just reported was reported to us some hours back. A lady is in 
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search of her brother‟s wife who was kidnapped. Let‟s hope that‟d be the 
person we‟ve been searching for too.” 

 
David smiled. “Thanks friend. We are surely expectant.” 

 
** ** ** 

 
Tonia dropped down on the sofa. She began to wonder why everything was 

like that. Who could have shot Daniel and went away with his wife? That 
can‟t be any other person but someone who is either in love with Daniel or 

his wife. 
 

“No.” She cautioned herself. Someone who‟s in love with someone won‟t 
shoot him. Even if that situation must happen, not in the head where he or 
she knew he could die instantly. That means the person is possibly in love 

with Nora and not Daniel. 
 

“No news yet!” She clenched her fingers. “When will she be found? She‟s 
the only person that can make the situation on ground better for everyone. 

 
She wiped her tears as she remembered Daniel. “Dan.” She said softly. 

 
** ** ** 

 
“If you‟ll kill me today, I don‟t care but I wish to know some things, Dan.” 

Nora exclaimed. 
 

“Dan? Can you see that you‟re being mistaken? Am I Dan?” Alex smiled. 
 

“You must be crazy for saying that! I am no longer afraid of you, boy. All I‟m 
after is that you have killed the child‟s father, let the child live!” 

 
“Child.” Alex repeated as he squinted his face as he began to ponder on 

what she had just said. “What did you just say? How do… do you mean?” 
 

“You already, know. Don‟t you? By the way, before you kill me, I wish to 
know why you killed him. I never knew you to be animal before! Thanks to 
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God that we got separated, I would have been married to an animal that 
has no value for a lady, not for God or for mankind.” 

 
“Nora!” Alex shouted, rolling his fist. 

 
“Kill me! I seriously care less! All I want is for my baby to live and by the 
way, in the hands of sensible and God-fearing human being, not you!” 

 
“You‟re already carrying his baby, right?” He began to laugh. “I said I want 

to marry you and you are already carrying his baby. How will I have my 
way? The baby has to go and will surely go.” He laughed again. 

 
“Even your grandparents can‟t stop this kid from coming into this world. 

Even none of your generation, Alex. You fool!” 
 

“Nora! I now see that you really wish to die.” He took some steps closer 
and slapped her so hard that she fell on the mattress. He started beating 
her up until he found out that she had fainted. He just hissed and walked 

out of the room, leaving the door unlocked. 
 

** ** ** 
 

David had driven the car near to Alex‟s house again. He and Gloria had felt 
the police officers were meant to be closer to them now and grab whom 
they ought to jail. He looked at Gloria every minute, wondering if he was 

safe. If not for Gloria who had told him to drive back to Alex‟s place, he had 
already parked his car, awaiting the police from where he could not be 

found. 
 

Soon, the police‟s vehicle came around and the two got down from the car 
and rushed forward to meet the policemen. “Are you Mr. David?” One of 

them had asked as they saw David. 
 

“Sure.” He stretched forth his hand to exchange a handshake. His friend 
must have told the policemen about him, definitely. 
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The officer shook his hand. “Is this the house?” He glimpsed at the building 
and back at David. 

 
“Yes, this is the house.” Gloria cut in. 

 
“Alright.” The man replied and looked back at the other officers. “Guys!” 

He called out as they motioned towards the gate. It was locked. 
 

“Locked.” The officer said to his guys as he signaled to one of them that 
climbed over the fence. It was so quick and silent that only a person who 

might be expecting them would notice. The officer opened the gate slowly 
while other officers came in slowly. 

 
David and Gloria just stood together and were looking at them. 

 
The policemen motioned further, walking stealthily till they got to the main 
entrance of the house. One of them just pressed down the door handle and 

luckily, the door was open! He waved his hand at them, signaling that the 
door was open. Then, they began to walk in. 

 
** ** ** 

 
Alex had taken off his clothes. He was clad in only his singlet and boxer 

shorts when he walked out of the room to the living room. He picked up 
the remote control of the television and had his seat as he tuned the 

television. 
 

He had been thinking of what exactly to do with Nora since she told him 
she was pregnant. He didn‟t want to kill her, but didn‟t know how long it 

would take for him to make preparations for the two of them to travel out 
of the country. “She must surely be mine! By the time I am through with all 

these, she will at the end love me. At least, there is no Daniel anywhere 
again, let‟s see if she won‟t dance to the tune of my music at the end!” He 

laughed aloud. 
 

“Freeze, don‟t move.” He heard next. 
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He gazed at the television set with his bulgy eyes fully open, probably 
wondering if the noise came from the movie he was seeing or all was 

already dawning on him. “No” He turned his head and saw guns, already 
pointing at him. “No.” He repeated. 

 
“This is a yes, Sir.” An officer stepped forward with a leaflet of foolscap 

sheet and unfolded it. “This is our search warrant, we are here to search 
your house.” He displayed the paper before him before he looked at the 

men and tilted his head, moving in the direction of inside the house. “Go in 
and search, guys.” 

 
“There‟s nothing to search in this house! This is illegal! You can‟t just come 
to someone‟s house with a sheet of paper and request to see what is in the 

house. I won‟t take this!” He kept shouting at the top of his voice. 
 

“Please, Sir. I‟ll just advice you to remain quiet because whatever you say 
here…” 

 
“-will be used against me, right?” He concluded the sentence as he stared 

at the officer and back to the ones who were already on their ways to 
search inside the house. “No.” He screamed again. 

 
“We found her!” A voice was heard from a room suddenly. “Shit!” He hit 

his left fist in his right palm. Looking forward, they brought Nora out of the 
room, bleeding already. 

 
“You‟re under arrest.” The officer said as the brought the handcuffs 

forward. 
 

Truly, it has dawned on him. 
 

** ** ** 
 
 

Nora was carried by two policemen. She was already weak that she 
couldn‟t stand on her own that minute. The leader of the police officers 
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around had made a call through, requesting for an ambulance as Alex was 
being taken away. 

 
David and Gloria were still outside, awaiting the policemen to bring him 

out, cuffed as he had been cuffed already. As soon as Gloria set her eyes on 
him, she felt bad and pitied him. “Alex, despite all I have tried! Despite all 
the words of God I shared with you, I never knew you‟d end it this way. I 
tried all my best to bring you to the line of Christ, I preached to you, I told 

you about God but your life never changed!” 
 

“Can someone who‟s preaching to the other to change be the one who 
invited the policemen to come and arrest the one she has been preaching 

to?” Alex questioned her. 
 

Gloria wiped her tears. “Sure. I saved a life now, at least. No, I even saved 
two lives. I saved the life of the young lady in there and yours! If I never 

called the policemen, you might have killed that lady inside that house and 
you have added to your sins. I did pray to God to change your hardened 
heart, but as God is trying to change you, you have never been ready!” 

 
“Officer, aren‟t we going anymore? I have spent enough time out here.” 

Alex said to one of the officers. 
 

“Alex.” Gloria paused for a while. “I am not crying because you were caught 
by the police force, I am only crying because if you continue like this, there 
will be a day you‟d want to open your eyes and you won‟t, a day you want 
to stand, but you can‟t. If you don‟t know, it is from the earth you‟ll start 

suffering for the evil things you have done. Notwithstanding, God still loves 
you.” She turned around and walked to David‟s car to lean against. 

 
Alex was just quiet. He was touched by her last statement. He was pushed 

along into the car and was taken away. 
 

** ** ** 
 

Nora was already lying on the hospital bed. She opened her heavy eyes and 
spotted Gloria, right beside her. The face looked so much familiar but she 
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couldn‟t remember where exactly she saw the face. She dimmed her eyes 
and gave her a second look but she still couldn‟t remember where she 

knew her. 
 

“You‟re awake now? Has the pains subsided?” Gloria asked her quickly. 
 

Nora nodded with a smile. 
 

“I am Gloria, I am not sure if you know me, but I have seen your face 
before.” Gloria said. 

 
“Sure, I have seen you before, but can‟t actually fathom where exactly.” 

 
Gloria smiled. “Probably at Esmak Plaza, where I met your husband and 

where you met Alex that day.” Gloria reminded her. 
 

“Oooh…” Nora smiled. “That‟s true.” 
 

Gloria laughed. She stood and crossed her hands. “How are you now? Hope 
the pains are not much?” She enquired. 

 
“Not really. I never knew you were a Doctor.” She continued smiling. 

 
“Doctor?” Gloria laughed. “I am not a Doctor.” She replied. 

 
Nora was surprised. What is she now doing here? She wondered. 

 
“I was the one knocking at Alex‟s door then, when you were shouting for 

help. I had to invite the officers who helped you out.” 
 

“What? Really?” Nora tried to sit up. 
 

Gloria took some steps forward quickly. “No, you don‟t have to! You really 
have to get some rest, sister.” 
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Nora smiled broadly. Tears had formed on her eyes already as she heard 
that it was Gloria‟s work. “I‟m forever grateful to you… em.. please I need 

to remember your name.” 
 

“I‟m Gloria.” She grinned as she spoke. 
 

Nora chuckled. “Thanks so much, God will bless you.” She added. 
 

“Amen.” 
 

“But, why did you do that? At least Alex is your Fiancé, or am I wrong?” 
 

“Even if he were to be, I‟d still have done what I did. He was hurting you, 
wasn‟t he? How will he be doing that and I won‟t be able to rescue you?” 

 
Nora didn‟t even know what more to say, she just kept quiet for a while 

before she could speak again. “I am really grateful, Gloria.” 
 

“It‟s nothing, Nora. But how‟s Daniel now? I haven‟t seen him. How do we 
contact him?” Gloria enquired. 

 
There was a brief silence. Nora began to cry as Gloria asked her the 

questions. “Daniel was shot dead the day I was kidnapped. He was shot by 
his forehead and I was taken away. Daniel is.. he is gone..” 

 
“No… He is alive!” Tonia bustled in. 

 
** ** ** 

 
 

Daniel is what? Nora thought within herself instantly. “Sister Tonia.” She 
quickly arose from the bed as she saw her. 

 
“Dear Nora, how are you today?” Tonia flashed her teeth before her, 

grinning. 
 

“Daniel… Daniel? Where is Daniel? Alive?” 
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“Just take it easy, dear. He‟s alive but… He‟s not fine.” 

 
Nora‟s eyes formed tears already. “Where‟s Daniel? Where‟s he?” She was 

panting. 
 

“Not here in Nigeria. He‟s currently under treatment but the gunshot 
wound has affected his fore brain which controls speech and movement.” 
She told her sadly. “Anyways, that‟s an issue for another day. How are you 

doing? What did that beast do to you?” She quickly asked her. 
 

“When will I see Daniel?” She was still more concerned about Daniel than 
any other discussion. “Can‟t he talk again? Can‟t he walk again? Tell me 

something.” She began to cry. 
 

“Dear, you have to be fine as I have said. Just get well, there‟s more to be 
discussed.” 

 
“Sister Tonia.” Gloria called her, smiling. 

 
She looked beside her and saw Gloria. She couldn‟t remember where 

exactly she knew the face, but it was so familiar. “Em.. sorry, I‟m trying to 
remember you, ma.” She smiled. 

 
“Wow! This is Gloria. The one who got lost many years back.” Gloria said. 

 
Gloria tried to remember as she dimmed her eyes. “Gloria… You!” She 

exclaimed. She could now remember her vividly. She was the one Daniel 
was in love with before she got lost. “How are you?” She moved closer with 

a glowing face. 
 

“I‟m doing great.” She grinned. 
 

“Wow! You just got missing like that? That‟s a story for another day. But 
what are you doing here? Where‟s the lady that the officers told me that 

helped them to locate Nora?” She looked around. 
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“She‟s the one, Sis. She was the one who saved me from Alex‟s den.” 
 

“Do you guys know each other? By the way, who is this goat called Alex?” 
 

“We got to know each other through Daniel. Alex is her fiancé.” 
 

“No, he was. We dissolved everything long time back.” 
 

Tonia clapped her hands together. “I am still in the dark. That means Gloria 
have met Daniel already, right?” 

 
Gloria chuckled. “A funny day, it was.” 

 
Nora smiled too. “They have met. They actually met a day to our wedding.” 

She explained. 
 

Tonia swooshed out a long breath from her nostrils. “Anyways, we‟ll talk 
about all that later. I‟m just happy everyone‟s back together.” 

 
“So, Daniel?” Nora asked Tonia again. 

 
Tonia smiled. “Take a rest, dear.” 

 
 

** ** ** 
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NINE 
 
 

SEVEN MONTHS LATER. 
 
 

ALEX. 
 

If I had known, wouldn’t I have believed in God? Wouldn’t I have given him 
the wheel of my life to drive? I never read the Bible, but getting here, Bibles 

were distributed to us. It is better for those who are outside the prison to 
start reading the Bible so that they won’t read it when they eventually get 

to the prison. 
 

No one is here to teach me now about Christ before I start knowing him. I 
wish I followed Gloria to Church when she was calling me. I wish I never 

lived my life in a reckless way. What even planted that evil thought of killing 
Daniel in my mind? What actually prompted me to kidnap Nora? 

 
I thought I was in love, but that was lust! I never loved God, how could I 

have loved any other person better. As I have read in Matthew, Loving God 
is the greatest commandment which even hangs all the prophets. If I never 

loved God, could I have loved either Gloria or Nora better? Certainly No! 
 

It pays to listen when one have the chance to listen! It pays to live one’s life 
as if one would die tomorrow! Prison is not a good place for one to be. It is 
even better to be here than the hell fire I read in the Bible. The description 
alone, according to John the beloved that wrote the book of Revelations 

frightened me. How can fire be burning a soul and you’ll be in the eternal 
pain without suffering? 

 
If I get another chance, I’ll live my life for no one else, but God! 

 
** ** ** 

 
Daniel was already in Nigeria, but still struggling with his speech. His 

utterances weren‟t clear like before and he still couldn‟t walk on his feet. 
All thanks to God and the wheelchair that had been supporting him. Nora 
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had never taken a break! She was always running up and down even in her 
condition just to make sure Daniel was fine. 

 
She could read the passion on his face whenever they were together. 

Sometimes, she‟d cry her eyes out, wondering if her husband would be 
able to talk like a normal human again, if he would be able to walk on his 

feet again. 
 

Though the Doctors that operated him abroad had told them he would still 
be fine, so far he was with his loved ones who would care for him. But it 
was seven months already! He still couldn‟t talk or walk! Though, he was 

getting better day by day, but she expected him to be whole already. 
 

For how long! 
 

** ** ** 
 

It was a cool Saturday evening. The breeze was blowing softly by the side of 
the beach and there were lovers and families around the beach who might 

have to have a view and enjoy their lives like David and Gloria. The two 
were under the shed with a drink with each of them. David had told Gloria 
earlier that he would like to take her to somewhere where she would love 

to go to 
 

She really loved it, from all indications. She had been smiling and drinking 
with David for a while now as both of kept running conversations on their 

secondary school life. “I just wish that time can just come back!” Gloria had 
said severally. 

 
“Indeed one of the best moments of one‟s life. A moment you‟ll think it‟s 
tough and after that time, you‟d just want that time to come back to life. 
Honestly those teachers were bombs then! I can never forget the English 
our economics teach spoke when I was in Senior Secondary School Two; 

she was like – „if you don’t pay your tax, it is an offend.‟” 
 

They both burst into laughter. “That‟s hilarious!” She passed her comment. 
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“I just can‟t forget. Because when she said it, I couldn‟t hold back my 
laughter, not knowing that the woman knew she just committed a blunder. 
She caught one of us laughing and dealt with the guy. She was now telling 

the guy to look at me, that I never laughed at her.” 
 

“But you actually did. May God forgive you.” 
 

“Honestly, it was not easy at all. I didn‟t laugh at teachers‟ blunders but 
that was too much! I couldn‟t resist the laughter!” 

 
“May God just forgive you.” 

 
They continued chitchatting for hours until Gloria said it was high time they 

left. “Before we leave, I want to ask you one question.” 
 

“What question?” She faced him. 
 

David smiled. “I‟ll be right back.” He stood up and left hurriedly. 
 

** ** ** 
 

Alex had just finished preaching to some of his mates while they were 
cutting down bushes in the prison. He was now being called Pastor by even 
warders in charge of them. Since he knew what the truth was, he had been 

preaching the gospel to everyone he met. He had learnt humility to even 
prisoners younger than him. 

 
He had promised himself that the twenty years he was meant to use in the 

prison, would be to God‟s glory and service if he was still alive. He was 
already a role model of many prisoners already, letting peace reign in 

everything they did in the prison there. 
 

He was surely a great testimony of God‟s change. 
 

** ** ** 
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David walked back briskly, sweating profusely. “Let‟s get going.” He said to 
her. 

 
“I thought you said you wish to ask me one question, why the sudden 

change of heart?” She wondered. 
 

“You‟ll get the question very soon. Let‟s just get going, ma.” He smiled. 
 

Gloria chuckled. “Alright, Sir.” She stood up and they got going already. As 
they got to where they parked the car, David opened the door for her to 
enter and crossed to the driver‟s seat after shutting the door. As Gloria 

entered, she could see a white teddy bear hanging in front of her with red 
inscriptions on it – “Will you marry me?” 

 
David just entered and pretended as if he knew nothing. Gloria had smiled 

as she saw the teddy bear. At least it was there she sat while they were 
coming, there was nothing of such there. It must be that was what he just 

came around to do when he told her he would be right back the other time. 
 

“When did you get this teddy?” Gloria asked David, smiling. 
 

Dave chuckled. “I bought it for you. You can just take it with you.” 
 

“Honestly, you‟re funny.” She smiled and detached the teddy bear. 
 

** ** ** 
 
 
 

Gloria walked into her aunt‟s place slowly. David had dropped her off at her 
place but she wished to see her aunt that day. A soon as she was sure David 
was gone, she stopped a cab as quick as she could and hurried on. She was 
very happy about the proposal; on the other hand, she wasn‟t sure if the 

answer she could give him. 
 

Though it was over seven months they met already, did that mean they 
were real good and fit to go? She took her seat and waited for her aunt 
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who had told her to come inside the living room from inside. Soon, the 
woman stepped out in a gown, smiling. “Gloria dear.” 

 
“Aunty, I am here again oh. Good evening, ma.” She greeted. 

 
“How are you? You even look radiant.” She grinned and sat down beside 

her. 
 

“Thanks for the compliments. How has been the Church, ma?” 
 

She nodded. “God has been working out his ways. What brought you this 
evening, Gloria.” 

 
She smiled. “I already told you about the friend I have..” 

 
“David?” Pastor interrupted. 

 
Gloria nodded. “He proposed to me this evening, ma.” 

 
“Wow!” She clapped her hands together with joy written all over her face. 

“I‟m really happy, Gloria.” She rubbed her shoulder. 
 

“Thanks a lot, ma.” She tilted her head, smiling. 
 

“You are highly welcome. So you came to tell me that, is that not?” She 
questioned. 

 
“Yes. But what really brought me is my approach. How do I really know if 

this guy won‟t turnout like Alex?” 
 

Pastor chuckled. “Dear Sister, first of all, you also shouldn‟t have that 
mentality that all guys are the same, they actually are not. It‟s just the same 

way as ladies, as we have good ones, we also have horrible ones too. 
Fingers are not equal. Back to what you asked, you said the guy was an 

unbeliever, am I right?” 
 

She nodded in replying her. 
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“How far has he grown spiritually?” She enquired. 

 
“He attends my church and he‟s been wonderful. He has even been added 
to the sub-brothers coordinators because of his great spiritual growth. He 

attends almost all the programs in church and he‟s been great.” 
 

“So pleased to hear that, I‟m happy. So, if he has grown so well, he has a 
high percentage of you. I have told you, a lady cannot just say „yes‟ to a guy 
without going back to God and asking God if he‟s really the one. If you had 
done that for Alex, God would have shown you a long time back, but you 

wasted the time. Dear, all you just have to do is to go back to God and keep 
asking.” 

 
“How do I get convinced?” She enquired, with squinty eyes. 

 
“You can hear from God, can‟t you? God can send you messages anyhow 

he feels like! It might be when you are reading the Bible, you might just see 
someone who would come and meet you and tell you God sent him or her 

to you for confirmation. Dear, anything can happen.” She explained. 
 

Gloria was relieved. “Thanks so much, ma. God bless you.” 
 

** ** ** 
 

Daniel had gotten better to an extent that he had been trying to walk 
slowly. Though, he was still unbalance with his walking steps, but he was 

also giving it everything it takes through the help of Nora. 
 

Tonia had parked her vehicle outside the gate and knocked. The newly 
employed gatekeeper hurried on to the gate and got it unlocked. He knew 

her already, she was always coming around to check on Daniel. “Nora, dear 
how are you?” She opened her arms for a hug as she entered. 

 
“I am doing well, sister. Hope everything‟s fine too?” 

 
“Sure.” She nodded. “How‟s Daniel?” She enquired. 
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Nora pointed. “That‟s him over there. He‟s getting better.” 

 
Tonia walked on to the bar side to check on Daniel who was sitting on his 

wheel chair there. “Brother, how are you?” She enquired. 
 

He nodded. “I‟m actually better.” He said slowly, so he could be heard 
because his speech wasn‟t clear yet. 

 
“Good, dear. Have you now eaten?” 

 
“Help me thank Nora, my sister.. She has been.. been taking ca..re of .. of 

me..” He finally landed. 
 

“That‟s nothing. If she doesn‟t take care of you, who will? You‟re her 
husband and she‟s doing her part. That‟s what love actually means.” 

 
Daniel smiled. “Your husband?” 

 
“He is fine. He sent his greetings, he had to go for our landlords‟ meeting.” 

 
“Okay.” 

 
** ** ** 

 
Two Months Later. 

 
It was in the morning, 8 am when Daniel heard a loud scream from the 

Kitchen. He was just lying down on the couch in the living room when he 
was overwhelmed by the noise. He sat up as quick as he could and walked 

to the Kitchen. 
 

He could already walk on his own and his speech had gotten a whole 
better. All thanks to God and Nora who had been helping him exercise 
himself and always speaking to him so he could be replying and getting 

better day by day. “What is it, Nora.” 
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She was already in labour. “Daniel..” She cried out, holding on to the 
cabinet. 

 
“Sorry, Nora.” He crossed her hand over his neck and they began to walk to 

the car slowly till he got her into the car. “Will I be the one to drive?” He 
wondered. “Sure, I have gotten well to that extent, even if not, I am 

expecting my child, nothing can happen.” He assured himself. 
 

He walked inside the house briskly to get the bag of the baby. He could 
notice everything was changing even more, about him. He could walk 

better already. “I am back, stop this noise, all is well, Nora.” He said plainly. 
 

Nora who was in labour pain, glimpsed at him to really confirm if he was 
the one who really spoke without skipping. He wasn‟t so perfect before, 

but he could speak well now! 
 

“Dan, can you drive?” She quickly asked, her face had turned sour already. 
 

“Sure, Nora.” He hopped into the vehicle and drove off. 
 

** ** ** 
 

Gloria was excited. She didn‟t know if she should just put a call across to 
David or she should go and meet him. She had prayed as much as she 

could, fast as much as she wanted and had the unchanging feeling that she 
wasn‟t treading on the wrong path. 

 
She knew if David was a wrong man, she would have seen several signs 
pointing against the two of them, but lines had been falling in pleasant 

places for the past two months. 
 

She was convinced enough to reply him, at least she had taken two months 
to pray because of all she had heard about choosing life partners. It is a life 
contract and sin to come out of it. “Dave?” She said as she was sure he had 

picked up his call. 
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“How are you doing?” She enquired, sipping from the cup of drink before 
her in the living room. 

 
“I am just good. I have been swimming since morning, but now getting 

prepared for this evening‟s meeting in Church.” He replied her. 
 

“I am calling just to reply what you told me.. two months back.” She paused 
for a while. 

 
David‟s heart skipped a beat. 

 
“I‟m giving you.. a yes!” She finally let out. 

 
David screamed. “I am coming over right now, Gloria!” He shouted on. 

 
Gloria wiped the tears that had formed in her eyes and grinned. “Thank 

you, Lord.” 
 

** ** ** 
 

Daniel had already called his parents and Tonia to come over to the 
hospital he had dropped Nora. He hardly took his seat since Nora was taken 

into the labour room. He had been praying and had been walking to and 
fro. 

 
Daniel‟s heartbeat had been racing for a while now. It was already thirty 

minutes in the labour room, when would he hear what he really wanted to 
hear? When! 

 
As he turned his head towards the door, he saw his parents and Tonia. 

“Welcome.” He walked to them briskly. 
 

“Wow! Daniel, are you really the one? You can now walk normally?” Tonia 
was shocked. She was still at his place a week before. Though, he could 
walk, but it wasn‟t as perfect as it had turned out to be. “I am the one.” 

 
“Where is she?” His father asked, walking to a seat. 
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“She‟s already inside the..” 

 
“Mr. Daniel.” He heard from behind. Alas! It was the Doctor. “Doctor..” He 

hurried on, shivering. 
 

“Sorry, we took too late. Why didn‟t she come for ante natal care?” The 
Doctor enquired. 

 
“She was busy with me, I was shot by my head and it really caused a lot of 

havoc.” He explained. 
 

The Doctor smiled. “If she had come for it, we would have known that she 
would be giving birth to a set of twins. Congratulations.” He stretched forth 

his hand for a handshake. 
 

Daniel screamed. Tonia who had been hearing all of that also screamed 
aloud, happiness filled everywhere. Even nurses were smiling. 

 
“Twins?” He asked again, gripping the Doctor. 

 
“Sure.” 

 
“Can I see my wife and my children now?” 

 
“No. The nurses will tell you when you can do that. They are busy cleaning 

them up.” He explained. 
 

“The Doc!” He shouted for joy. 
 

He could see his parents also laughing happily. He couldn‟t help but 
demonstrate how happy he was by grinning around the hospital. 

 
Soon, he was called to go in and see his wife. He saw Nora and their two 

baby boys, smiling to him. 
 

“At last, MY WIFE AND I and my two kids!” He exclaimed. 
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Joy overflowed. 

 
** ** ** 

 
David had rushed over to Gloria‟s place within a twinkle of an eye. He was 
smiling broadly as he approached Gloria inside the house. “Good evening.. 

sorry, good morning.” He held on to her hand. 
 

“Welcome. Good morning, Dave.” 
 

“I got your call, but it seemed I didn‟t hear you well, that‟s why I have 
come. Gloria, do you really mean this?” 

 
Gloria smiled faintly. “Yeah.” 

 
“Just go and dress up.. we‟ve got to go out and catch some fun.” He said, 

very excited. 
 

“Where do we go now?” Just then, her phone beeped. As she reached for 
it, it was Tonia who called to break to her- the good news. 

 
“What! Which hospital?” She quickly enquired. 

 
David was already scared as he heard the name of the hospital. “I am 

coming over now!” 
 

“What‟s happening, Gloria?” He quickly asked. 
 

“I finally found the best place for us to go.” 
 

“Where?” David asked. 
 

“Hospital.” She rushed in to change her clothing. 
 

“Hospital?” 
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** ** ** 
 

Dave and Gloria walked into the hospital slowly as they requested to see 
Nora who just delivered. The nurse described the way to the ward for them 
and they walked on. They entered and saw the reality itself. “Wow!” Gloria 

exclaimed. “I am really wowed!” 
 

“Gloria.” Nora called out, grinning. 
 

“Congratulations!” She moved closer and gave her a hug. 
 

Daniel was happy to see her around again. She also did come to check on 
him when he was still on the sick bed. “Thanks, Gloria.” 

 
“Congratulations, Daniel.” She stretched forth her hand for a handshake. 

 
“At least, there is brotherly and sisterly hug..” He chuckled as he drew her 

closer and just hugged her. “Thanks so much for your help towards my 
family. My God will bless you!” He said. 

 
“You‟re welcome, Daniel.” 

 
“Gloria! Mr. David, welcome.” Tonia greeted. 

 
“Ooh.. Mr Dave, thanks for coming around. Sorry I hugged Gloria, that was 
just a brotherly hug.” They all laughed. “Wow.. Now my wife and I!” Daniel 

went beside Nora again, just looking into her eyes. 
 

“My wife and I too.” David stepped forward as he gripped Gloria‟s hand. 
 

“Here‟s my own wife too, don‟t spite us.” Daniel‟s father laughed as he 
grabbed his own wife too. 

 
“Where‟s my own husband now?” Tonia said as they all burst into laughter. 

 
“You can rent my boys till your husband is back.” Daniel teased her. 
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“Thanks, how much do we pay?” She teased him. 
 

“Absolutely free.” 
 

They all laughed again. 
 

** ** ** 
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Communication is the life of a relationship, 
 

Prayer is the key to read God’s heart, 
 

Marriage is a life contract, once signed only death and separate because 
divorce is a sin unto God, unless the spouse should venture into adultery. So, 

think twice and prepare! 
 

Whenever you miss it, you can go back to God for the forgiveness of your 
sins! 

 
** ** ** 

 
Dedicated to Dear Future Wife, God bless you ma’am. 
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and his word. He blogs regularly at http://temitopedaniel.wordPress.com 
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Of Love, My Crony, Pemisire: a man‟s destiny, Love And Wisdom and many 

more. Many are on his website and some one Nairaland. He started his 
online writing in 2013, but already written several books when he was 
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